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The work of God in all ages has been

a peculiar work, coming in contact with

popular ideas and with men's precon-

ceived notions, and meeting with opposi-

tion frequently of the most deadly char-

acter. In every age when truth has been

revealed, it has had hostility to con-

tend with. No great principle has ever

been established among the children of

men without costly sacrifices. The re-

ligion of our Lord and Savior was es-

tablished at the cost of precious and it

may be said inestimable blood and lives,

and it has been the characteristic of

truth in every age to be hated and to

be opposed. If, therefore, we as Latter-

day Saints are exposed to opposition and

hostility—having our names cast out as

evil, and men thinking that they are do-

ing God's service in killing us—it is no

more than men have endured in past

generations for the truth, for that which

is now recognized as the purest and most

heavenly truth. It is with our gener-

ation as it was with the generation in

which the Savior lived, and as it has

been with all generations. Truth that

has been established has been revered,

or men have thought that they revered

it, and in looking back to the acts of

their ancestors, or of other people, they

have said to themselves: "If we had lived

in the days of our fathers, we should

not have killed the prophets and those

that were sent unto us." They said this

at the time of the Son of God, and He

reproached them for these expressions,

and charged them with being the sons of

murderers, and they themselves willing

to do the very acts that they reprehended

and condemned in their fathers.

It would be an incredible thing if

we had not seen it and known it, that

men and women are persecuted in our

day and in our time and in our na-

tion for religion's sake. To make such a

statement a few years ago—half a cen-

tury ago or a little over—would have

been to have raised incredulity; men

could not have conceived of the possi-

bility of a church, however ignorant,

however misinformed, however untrue

its doctrines might be, being perse-

cuted and its votaries slain because


