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it taught false doctrines. It has not been

the case in the history of our race that

true religion has sought to destroy false

religions, and the advocate of false doc-

trines, by the shedding of blood. That

has never been the practice of true reli-

gion, or of those who believed in true re-

ligion. How preposterous it would be for

us to imagine the Savior and the Apos-

tles killing those who differed with them

in their views about religion! The mere

thought is abhorrent to all our ideas of

the religion of Jesus. It would be incon-

ceivable for the Son of God, or for His

Apostles, or for any of His disciples, to go

forth with the sword, or with any other

weapon of destruction, destroying those

who did not believe as they believed. In

fact, such has never been the case. It is

not the method that true men take.

Ah! but it is said of us—we are such

a wicked people, we are so law-defying,

we are so bigoted and fanatical, that it is

justifiable to kill us. It is a terrible con-

fession to make—that in a land of law, a

land of constitutional principles, a land

where men can be dealt with who violate

the law, that there should be no resource

for the checking of false religion except

violence and the shedding of blood. It

is a terrible confession to make in our

time—that this is the only way in which

to meet false doctrines, or to quiet or put

an end to or overcome those who propa-

gate them.

Now, my brethren and sisters, in

espousing the Gospel of Jesus Christ

the Latter-day Saints were taught—and

those of us who were too young to un-

derstand it at the time we entered the

Church were taught when we were old

enough to comprehend the principle—

that its espousal might cost us our lives,

that it might cost us everything we

held dear upon the earth, and thus far

in the progress of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, we have not

been disappointed. The espousal and

propagation of the truth has cost pre-

cious blood, and it is not being estab-

lished in the earth now any more than

at any previous time, without great sac-

rifices on the part of those who are its

devotees. God will test us as a people.

He will prove us, He will give us the

most ample opportunity of showing our

faith in Him, and our confidence in the

truth that He has revealed. It should be

worth everything that we have. We can-

not make too great sacrifices for it. If

we look at the example which has been

given unto us by our Savior, we will see

the path that He walked in and that

which He endured. When we think of

His origin, His glorious origin, the Cre-

ator of heaven and earth, a Being that

had reigned in glory and power, com-

ing down here and being clothed with

mortality, and suffering as He suffered,

enduring that which He endured, and

dying the ignominious death which he

did—when we think of Him and His life,

we should be reconciled to pass through

and submit patiently to every trial that

the Lord our God may see fit to call us

to meet. We should be willing to do

this if it costs us our homes, as it has

done, if it costs us our friends and our

good name, and even life itself. It is

not more than it has cost others; and

if we would enter into the glory which

God has attained unto, if we would sit

down with Him and His Apostles, and

with the faithful of all ages, we should be

willing to endure that which they have

endured. God calls us to pass through

these things, and to endure them for

the sake of the truth. There is this

consolation, however connected with the

work with which we are identified—that


