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God has made promises unto us that it

shall never be given into the hands of

another people. The Apostles looked for-

ward to the time when there would be a

great falling away, and the man of sin be

revealed, and they warned the church in

their day of that falling away. But God

has given unto us the assurance that

this Church, this work that He has es-

tablished, shall never be given into the

hands of another people, but that it shall

stand forever, and it shall go forward ac-

complishing His designs, until it shall

fill the whole earth. This is a glorious

promise given unto us, and to our chil-

dren, and we can rely upon it. Men

may be slain, as they have been; peo-

ple may be driven, as they have been;

efforts of the most herculean character

may be made to extirpate this work from

the earth, but we have the promise of

our God that it shall stand and that it

shall not be overthrown. And this is very

consolatory in the midst of the afflictions

and trials which we will be called upon

from time to time to submit to. Looking

at affairs naturally, however, it would

seem as though it was presumptuous in

a people like us to entertain such hopes.

How often have we been told that in a

very little while the opposition to this

work would be of such a character that

it would completely overwhelm it, and

that it was useless for us to attempt

to stem the tide of opposition or outlive

the storm of persecution that has been

raised against us.

But there is a wonderful power in

truth, wonderful power in the principles

of life and salvation, and when God is on

the side of a people, no matter how fee-

ble they may be, they are bound in the

course of time, to be victorious. Already

great results have been accomplished

by the preaching of the truth. It is

not the Latter-day Saints alone who feel

the effects of truth; other people feel its

effects who may not espouse it openly.

The proclamation of the principles of life

and salvation by the Latter-day Saints

has caused thousands of persons to rec-

ognize error, many errors that they for-

merly believed in, and to take different

and higher views, and this will continue

to be the case.

But the duty which devolves upon us

as a people is to patiently labor in dis-

seminating the Gospel of Jesus Christ

throughout the nations of the earth. It

is our duty to carry these principles to

every nation, to every kindred, to every

tongue, to every people upon the face

of the whole earth; not to the United

States alone, not to Europe alone, but to

Asia, Africa, and the islands of the sea,

throughout our own continent, through

these Southern nations, and everywhere,

in fact, where the children of men reside;

and to lift up a warning voice and de-

clare to the inhabitants of the earth that

the time is near when the judgments and

calamities of which the Prophets and the

Apostles have spoken are about to be

poured out upon the ungodly. This is our

duty; and this Gospel of the Kingdom, as

we have been told, must be preached as

a witness unto all nations before the end

comes. It is a labor devolving upon us as

a people: and though it may cost many

precious lives to do this, the obligation

rests upon us nevertheless, and we can-

not be freed from it only by the discharge

of the duty.

My mind, while Brother Teas-

dale has been speaking, has rested

upon a revelation which God gave

through Joseph Smith, in the early

days of this Church, in which He de-

scribed to the Church the spirit which

they should have concerning offenses


