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that should be extended to them, or

wrongs that should be perpetrated upon

them as a people. We are called to oc-

cupy a very different position from that

of any other people. We must be lovers of

peace. We must be men who shall seek

to establish the pure principles of righ-

teousness in the earth, and to continu-

ally cultivate and carry out practically

the spirit that Jesus endeavored to in-

culcate. You know how He felt when He

was upon the cross. He said; "Father, for-

give them; for they know not what they

do." We also must have that same spirit.

We have been accused, I know, and very

freely accused, of indulging in a differ-

ent feeling, and having sentiments of re-

venge and a disposition, if we had the

power, to wreak vengeance upon those

who are opposed to us. But if we did so

we should falsify ourselves and the doc-

trines that we teach. We should deprive

ourselves of the Spirit and blessings of

God. We should occupy a position antag-

onistic to that which He has commanded

us to occupy. The Lord says in this reve-

lation:

"And whoso layeth down his life in my

cause, for my name's sake, shall find it

again, even life eternal.

"Therefore, be not afraid of your en-

emies, for I have decreed in my heart,

saith the Lord, that I will prove you in

all things, whether you will abide in my

covenant, even unto death, that you may

be found worthy."

It would seem strange that such lan-

guage should be used in the United

States in the year 1833 concerning this

Church. The Lord knew, however, the

spirit with which this people and the

proclamation of this truth would be

met, and He forewarned His people

that they should be found worthy, or

rather that they should be true even

unto death. Says the revelation:

"For if ye will not abide in my

covenant ye are not worthy of me.

"Therefore, renounce war and pro-

claim peace, and seek diligently to turn

the hearts of their children to their fa-

thers, and the hearts of the fathers to the

children;

"And again, the hearts of the Jews

unto the prophets, and the prophets unto

the Jews; lest I come and smite the whole

earth with a curse, and all flesh be con-

sumed before me."

"Now, I speak unto you concerning

your families—if men will smite you, or

your families, once, and ye bear it pa-

tiently and revile not against them, nei-

ther seek revenge, ye shall be rewarded;

"But if ye bear it not patiently, it shall

be accounted unto you as being meted

out a just measure unto you.

"And again, if your enemy shall smite

you the second time, and you revile not

against your enemy, and bear it pa-

tiently, your reward shall be an hundred-

fold.

"And again, if he shall smite you the

third time, and ye bear it patiently, your

reward shall be doubled unto you four-

fold;

"And these three testimonies shall

stand against your enemy if he repent

not, and shall not be blotted out.

"And now, verily I say unto you, if

that enemy shall escape my vengeance,

that he be not brought into judgment be-

fore me, then ye shall see to it that ye

warn him in my name, that he come no

more upon you, neither upon your family,

even your children's children unto the

third and fourth generation.

"And then, if he shall come upon

you or your children, or your chil-

dren's children until the third and

fourth generation, I have delivered


