
thine enemy into thine hands;
“And then if thou wilt spare him, thou 

shalt be rewarded for thy righteousness; 
and also thy children and thy children’s 
children unto the third and fourth genera-
tion.

“Nevertheless, thine enemy is in thine 
hands; and if thou rewardest him accord-
ing to his works thou art justified; if he has 
sought thy life, and thy life is endangered 
by him, thine enemy is in thine hands and 
thou art justified.

“Behold, this is the law I gave unto my 
servant Nephi, and thy fathers, Joseph, and 
Jacob, and Isaac, and Abraham, and all 
mine ancient prophets and apostles.

“And again, this is the law that I gave 
unto mine ancients, that they should not 
go out unto battle against any nation, kin-
dred, tongue, or people, save I, the Lord, 
commanded them.

“And if any nation, tongue, or people 
should proclaim war against them, they 
should first lift a standard of peace unto 
that people, nation, or tongue;

“And if that people did not accept the 
offering of peace, neither the second nor 
the third time, they should bring these tes-
timonies before the Lord;

“Then I, the Lord, would give unto 
them a commandment, and justify them 
in going out to battle against that nation, 
tongue, or people.

“And I, the Lord, would fight their 
battles, and their children’s battles, and 
their children’s children’s, until they had 
avenged themselves on all their enemies, to 
the third and fourth generation.

“Behold, this is an ensample unto all 
people, saith the Lord your God, for justi-
fication before me.”

This revelation continues in this  
strain, and it is well worthy of our

attention, especially at the present time. 
It shows unto us most clearly, my breth-
ren and sisters, that there is no room for 
revenge in the heart of a true Latter-day 
Saint. God designs that we shall be a 
peaceful people, a people who shall love 
and cultivate peace, a people who shall 
seek by every means in their power to avert 
war and to avert bloodshed, to proclaim 
peace, and to entreat people for peace; 
and God has said to us most emphatically 
that He would fight our battles, that He 
would defend us against our enemies. He 
does not intend that the Latter-day Saints 
shall be a people shedding blood. God did 
not permit David, a man after His own 
heart, to build the temple at Jerusalem, be-
cause he was a man of war, but He gave 
unto his peaceful son Solomon, who was 
a peaceful ruler and had no occasion to 
fight—He gave unto him the privilege 
of building His holy temple. We are a 
temple-building people. God has given 
unto us a mission of this kind, to build 
temples in which we shall perform the 
ordinances of life and salvation, and it 
seems to be meet in His providence that 
we should refrain from everything that 
would unfit us for the discharge of this 
high and holy calling. Therefore, I re-
peat, that of all people now living upon 
the face of the earth we are most urgent-
ly required by our God to be lovers and 
cultivators of peace, and to seek not for 
that revenge which gratifies human pas-
sion, which is not of God, and which 
is opposed to the Gospel of Jesus, and  
to the sentiments that Jesus invariably  
inculcated and endeavored to enforce 
upon His disciples. We have shown this 
repeatedly. How many times would we 
have been stirred up to indignation, if  
we had allowed human feelings to pre-
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