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vail, at the abominable falsehoods which

have been circulated in our midst, fab-

ricated by men whose only object has

been to bring down vengeance upon

this people, to excite the ruling powers

against us; to stir up congressional ac-

tion against us, to create a public opinion

against us, to make it justifiable to slay

us, to deprive us of every right? How of-

ten has this been the case? How easy it

would have been for us if we had followed

the influences that seem natural to hu-

man beings under such circumstances, to

have avenged ourselves upon them. But

had we done so we should have forfeited

the protecting care of our Father and our

God. When we attempt to do this, we put

ourselves outside of the pale of His pro-

tection. We could not ask of Him (as we

could do if we were to observe His com-

mandments) that protection and that de-

liverance which is necessary at times to

extricate us from the imminent perils

with which we are threatened. And it

is by this principle, following this policy,

adopting this peaceful, godlike course,

that this people have been preserved and

blessed up to the present time. It is a

spirit which we should cultivate, culti-

vate it in all our associations, in our in-

tercourse with one another, in our in-

tercourse with the world, and even with

those who are most embittered against

us. It is not for us to revile against the

reviler; it is not for us to bandy vul-

gar epithets with those who indulge in

this mode of warfare; but it is for us

to put our trust in God, to leave our

cause with Him. For we cannot defend

ourselves by earthly weapons. We are

too feeble. We are not strong in num-

bers. We are not strong in wealth. We

are not strong in worldly things. We

have not these advantages to aid and

sustain us. If we are sustained we

must be sustained by the overruling

providence and power of God our Eter-

nal Father, and not by any earthly power.

Therefore our path of safety is the path

which God has pointed out for us; not

to be a revengeful people, not to be a

recriminating people, not to be an abu-

sive people, but to be a meek people,

a forbearing people, bearing patiently,

but of course not sitting down idly and

supinely, and permitting contumely to

be heaped upon us without exerting the

powers God has given us to dissipate

falsehoods. But this can be done in the

spirit of meekness, not in the spirit of re-

venge, not in the spirit of reviling, not in

the spirit of hostility and hatred. This

spirit is antagonistic to the spirit that

Jesus possesses, and which we all ought

to possess to be like Him—to be filled as

He was with those desirable attributes

which were so acceptable to the Father.

I wished to say this much to you; for

I feel that the present time is a fit occa-

sion for us to bear these things in mind.

There are many occurrences which are

of a character to goad us to do and

say things that would be unworthy of

us. The whole earth seems to be full

of falsehood; and as I have said many

people think they are doing God service

in killing us. Already a great many

public papers—editors speaking through

the columns of their papers—have jus-

tified assassination and said that those

who had committed it were not par-

ticularly guilty. This spirit is abroad,

and it would, if it had the power, de-

stroy this whole people: it would de-

populate these valleys, it would spill

our blood just as freely as blood ever

was shed under the most cruel and in-

human circumstances. Yes, it would

flow in streams throughout these val-

leys, if some men had their way. Men,


