
women and children would be visited by 
indiscriminate slaughter, because in their 
opinion we believe in a false religion. God 
in his mercy, however, is exercising power 
in our behalf. If He does not, what then 
shall be our fate? Could man befriend us? 
Could man deliver us? Can we ourselves 
by any exertion, however great or super-
human—can we deliver ourselves? No, we 
cannot. Let me repeat: Our only hope is 
our God; our only strength is in Him and 
in His providence, and He will deliver 
us. Let me say to you, that he has never 
yet failed to deliver us; and His promises 
are as firm and immovable as His eternal 
throne. We can rely upon Him with the 
utmost assurance that we shall not be de-
ceived; but that in the direst extremity, 
in the darkest hour, in the midst of the 
deepest trials and afflictions, His arm will 
be extended in our behalf, and His provi-
dence be exerted to save and to deliver us. 
We can rest assured of this. Therefore, 
however dark the prospects may be, how-
ever gloomy, let us remember that He who 
sits on high knows our condition, and that 
He can deliver us. He will interpose at the 
very moment when it is needed and res-
cue us from every evil, and He will defeat 
and bring to naught every plan and device 
which is concocted against the peace and 
prosperity of those who put their trust in 
Him and in the great work which He has 
established in the earth. This I can bear 
testimony to. I know whereof I speak. I 
know just as well as I know that I stand 
here, and that I am speaking to you, that 
the Latter-day Saints, this Church, or 
what we call the Zion of our God, will be 
delivered, and it will roll forth in mighty 
power, and it will accomplish all that has 
been predicted concerning it. For the

day will come, and it is not far distant, 
when in our own nation, there will be civil 
strife, there will be domestic broils, there 
will be a withdrawal of peace, and men will 
yet have to come to the Latter-day Saints 
for that peace and that freedom from civil 
strife that cannot be found elsewhere. God 
revealed this and predicted it, upwards 
of fifty years ago, and it will, just as sure 
as He predicted it, be fulfilled to the let-
ter. All we have to do is to take the course 
that He has pointed out to us, to keep His 
commandments, leaving the results with 
Him, and He will control all things for the 
glory of His name. We have been taught to 
believe that the time will come when con-
stitutional government will be overthrown 
upon this land, and that it will be the prov-
ince of the Latter-day Saints to uphold 
those principles which God inspired the 
founders of this government to embody 
in the Constitution; and it seems to be 
fast approaching. When assassination can 
be justified, assassination of men peace-
ably worshipping their God, offending no 
one, committing no violation of law or of 
good order; when they can be shot down 
cruelly and inhumanly, and their mur-
derers be justified for the deed, it seems 
as though the time when constitutional 
principles would fail, is near at hand. But 
this is not all. When we who have built 
up this country, and made it that which 
it is by the sacrifices we have made—liv-
ing here in peace, men and women in-
dustriously pursuing their various avoca-
tions, molesting no one, observing every 
law that promotes good order—when 
such a people as we, I say, are legislated 
against and considered unworthy of the 
rights of citizenship, almost every right 
being taken from us, that free men value, 
and for which the fathers of many of this
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