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us, men have sought to stop the onward
progress of the work by seeking to destroy
those who were its messengers and minis-
ters. We have heard frequently of mobs,
especially in the Southern States, where the
Elders have labored for some years past.
Occasionally they have resorted to vio-
lence, and in several instances have made
attempts at taking life, and before this re-
cent massacre, succeeded, at least, in killing
one Elder—Joseph Standing, in the State
of Georgia. It seems as though the adver-
sary has been determined that if he could
not stop the progress of this work in any
other way he would drown it in blood. It is
due to the providence of God, and to His
wonderful and preserving care that we who
live in these valleys have been preserved in
peace. The credit of our preservation from
blood—that is, from war and consequent
bloodshed—is due to our Great Creator;
for if the adversary, who is the great antag-
onist of our God and of His work, could
have had his way, our peaceful valleys
would have been drenched in the blood
of innocence. He who opposes this work
does not hesitate at any means to stop its
progress. He was a murderer from the be-
ginning, and he has sought by every means
in his power, by the circulation of wicked,
abominable falsechoods against the Latter-
day Saints, to stir up men to bloodshed
and to cause them to look upon us as a
people whose death would be well merited
and against whom acts of violence of the
most terrible character could be commit-
ted and be entirely justifiable. It is not due
to Satan, it is not due to his mercy nor his
forbearance, that we have thus escaped, but
it is due to the mercy and the overruling
providence and the fatherly care of our
Great Creator, that we who are here today
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with the rest of our brethren and sisters
who are assembled in the various places
of worship at this present time—that we
have been and still are preserved. A feel-
ing has gone abroad, in consequence of the
lies that the father of lies has propagated,
which causes thousands of people to think
that if the Latter-Saints, or Mormons,
could be blotted out, it would be a most
praiseworthy and justifiable act, and it is
that spirit, engendered by that being, ema-
nating from that source, which has caused
the death of these our beloved brethren
for whom we mourn today. That spirit of
murderous hate, unmerciful, cruel, brutal,
when it takes possession of the heart of
man, leaves no room for a gleam of com-
passion to enter. It was that spirit which
caused the crucifixion of the most glorious
Being, the holiest, the purest, and the best
that ever trod the earth, that gentle Being,
the Son of God—it was that spirit which
crucified Him in the most ignominious
manner; that spirit brought Him to that
cruel death, as it had done the prophets
that had preceded Him. Pitiless as the
grave is that spirit, the spirit of the evil
one, when it takes possession of man,
transforming those who naturally might
be compassionate, who naturally might
have hearts open to the appeals of mercy—
transforming them into demons of hate,
filled with an unquenchable desire for
the blood of their fellow men. It is that
spirit which has caused murders in every
age from the day that the blood of Abel
stained the soil of the virgin earth until
this brutal massacre through which the
soil of the State of Tennessee has been
drenched and stained with innocent blood.
We need not wonder at these occurrences
when we read the history of the past and
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