
Satan will contest the ground inch by inch. 
We may expect to meet him in every form, 
at home as well as abroad. We should, 
therefore, be diligent and faithful, prudent, 
humble and wise. We should in all things 
be faithful to God, our heavenly Father. 
We should consecrate ourselves, our time, 
and all we have unto Him, holding our-
selves ready to fulfill missions in every 
part of the habitable globe. If the world 
imagine that the killing of our brethren 
will have a tendency to stop the progress 
of the everlasting Gospel, they are much 
mistaken. They have tried that before. 
When Cain lifted up his hand and slew 
his brother, he thought, no doubt, that it 
would stop the progress of righteousness. 
And so with those who slew Joseph the 
Prophet; so with those who crucified the 
Savior. It has always been the tactics of the 
adversary of righteousness, he has always 
sought to destroy life; but instead of this 
having a tendency to retard the progress of 
righteousness and truth, as the wicked ex-
pect, according to the testimony of those 
who labor at home and abroad, it has a 
contrary effect. And I am well satisfied that 
the blood of these brethren will have in its 
effect the same result as that produced by 
the blood of Brother Standing, who was 
slain in the State of Georgia. Many people 
will be led to inquire about a religion the 
advocacy of which costs life, and thus 
through their death many may be brought 
to a knowledge of the truth, and obey the 
Gospel, that otherwise might not. And I 
feel without lengthening my remarks to 
say, God bless the wife and children, rela-
tives and friends of the departed. It is well 
with him. We have here but the casket. 
The jewel, the spirit, is in the paradise of 
God, associating with those who, like him,

have died martyrs to the cause of truth. 
May the peace of God rest down upon all 
the people throughout Zion. I pray that we 
may be more faithful, more devoted to the 
cause of truth in the future than we have 
been in the past. I can say that I am satis-
fied that in no sense will the taking away 
of these brethren retard the progress of the 
work in the world. Our young Elders will 
not be less willing to go and preach the 
Gospel in the future than they have been 
in the past. They will be willing to go to 
the State of Tennessee if they are called 
to go there, or to any state in the Union; 
for they fear not those who can kill the 
body, but him only who can destroy both 
body and soul in hell. This is the feeling 
of every true Latter-day Saint. We have no 
disposition to rail against those who did 
this bloody deed, for they are in the hands 
of God. Where He dwells they never can 
come, worlds without end. They will be 
numbered among the murderers, liars, etc., 
outside the gates of the holy city. Let peace 
rest upon the people. May the blessing of 
the Almighty abide with the wives and 
children of the departed. Let our hearts 
mourn with them as far as it is consistent 
with the lives of Latter-day Saints. Let us 
in the future bestow upon them, in mem-
ory of the departed, that attention which is 
due to them by reason of the departure of 
their husbands and fathers, and thus show 
by our works that we are the friends of the 
widow and orphan.

Elder George F. Gibbs next addressed 
the congregation. He said: I have desired, 
my brethren and sisters, to offer a very 
few remarks to endeavor to express  
some feelings that have crowded them-
selves upon my mind since the arrival of 
the body of my brother. I will here re-
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