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new order of things would be instituted

in the land. This was a very cunningly

devised plan, and among other people

might have been successful, but among

the Saints of God, so far, it has proved

utterly futile, and in fact has disap-

pointed and it may be said disgusted the

authors of the plan themselves. They

have felt disgusted with their own ef-

forts. There have not been wanting, how-

ever, some few persons who would have

liked to join hands with our enemies

in this plan. Such persons would not

have been averse to having the men who

founded this commonwealth, and who

principally helped to make it that which

it is today—the admiration of all unprej-

udiced people—relegated to the back-

ground, and a younger class, who would

affiliate with our declared enemies, take

possession of the reins of government in

this Territory, and manage affairs, so

that they would be more in accord with

the general sentiments, as it is said, of

the nation. This feeling has been con-

fined to very few, and has not exhibited

itself to any extent.

Notwithstanding every effort which

has been made, I am happy to say that

we today are still the free people we

were. The leading men of the community

have not lost their influence among the

Latter-day Saints. The Saints as a body

have stood firm in their determination

to be guided by the counsel which God

has had to give, and it is very delightful

to see the feeling which there is among

the Latter-day Saints in all the settle-

ments that we visit, to see the union and

the love that prevail, and the disposi-

tion to hearken unto the will of God as

it is manifested by His Holy Spirit from

time to time, through those whom He

has chosen to lead and guide His people.

There will be wanting no end of effort,

however, to accomplish the ends which

our enemies seek for. There is a great

hatred among the children of men—and

they do not themselves know why they

have this hatred, but there is a great

and undying hatred among the children

of men against the Priesthood of the

Son of God, a jealousy of the power

that Priesthood wields, and in our Terri-

tory they are constantly seeking by every

means within their reach to weaken the

influence of the Priesthood, especially

among the rising generation. It has been

expressed—and frequently expressed—

that they would rather see our young

men drink, chew and smoke tobacco,

gamble and commit whoredoms, and do

everything of this kind, in preference to

seeing them obedient to the counsels of

God, through those whom He has chosen

to lead the people. They would rather

see this, because, as I have said, they

do not know the spirit which animates

them. They are not conscious that they

are more or less the instruments of a se-

cret and invisible power which operates

upon them; that there are influences at

work in their minds and around about

themwhich they cannot see, but of which

they are the mere tools, so to speak. This

power—the power of darkness—is invis-

ible to them. They do not understand

this, but, they blindly fight against the

power of God, and seek in every way to

undermine the influence of the Priest-

hood of the Son of God. If they could

get you to rebel against the Priesthood

they would be suited. It would please

them immensely if the Latter-day Saints

would rise in rebellion against the God of

Israel and against the authority that He

has placed in His Church.

The struggle that is now going on,

so far as this class is concerned, is


