ATTITUDE OF OUR ENEMIES, ETC.

to destroy the influence of the Priesthood.
Our effort is to have the Latter-day Saints
throughout all these valleys listen to the
counsels of the Priesthood, to be obedi-
ent to the Priesthood. The issue is a plain
one between us and them. They say they
wish you to throw off what they call the
yoke of the Priesthood. We say on the
contrary it is not a yoke, it is not burden-
some, it is a beneficent rule, it is a rule that
is pregnant with blessings to the people,
and that will bring great rewards to them
if they will be obedient to it. This is our
statement, and we appeal to the Latter-
day Saints as witnesses in our behalf to
sustain it. We know, and you know, every
Latter-day Saint knows, that God in re-
storing the everlasting Gospel and the
everlasting Priesthood to the earth has
brought with them every blessing which
man can in reason desire. We have been
pleased from the beginning to listen to
the Priesthood. Who that is old enough,
that can recollect his baptism or her bap-
tism, or their first association with the
Church, and their first enjoyment of the
truth, whose hearts do not burn today at
the recollection of the feeling they had
of the sweet and heavenly influence that
came to them when they first became ac-
quainted with the everlasting Gospel as
preached by the Elders. There was, as it
were, a new life opened before them, even
the gates of heaven seemed to be opened
to them, and they saw the Kingdom of
God as they never had seen it, and never
had understood it. Truths that they had
read carelessly and indifferently, with-
out comprehending them, came to their
minds with an assurance, and with a
strength and force and power that they
never had comprehended previously.
And has it not been a source of blessing
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from that day to the present to the faith-
ful Latter-day Saint? Has not the Gospel
come laden with benefits, laden with bless-
ings, fraught with everything that would
make men and women happy? Has it not
brought peace to us, and joy to our souls?
Has it not opened up the future in a light
that we never beheld until the Gospel re-
vealed it?

Mankind, at the reestablishment of the
Church of Christ, knew nothing about the
future. All was dark and gloomy. Death
was indeed a leap in the dark to the great
majority of mankind. But when the Gospel
came it revealed the future. It revealed to
us why we were here, and the design God
had in view concerning us. Men and wom-
en look forward to it, or contemplate it,
when brought face to face with it, with res-
ignation and with a degree of joy, because
they know they are going to a reward that
is assured to them. And so with everything
connected with the future. The prospects
of the future are made bright and glori-
ous through the revelations of the Gospel,
and it has brought, as I have said, peace
to our hearts, peace to our habitations, it
has made life enjoyable to us. It is most
delightful to contemplate existence in the
light of the Gospel, and the associations
that we have here now through the Gospel,
and through the exercise of the power and
authority of the Priesthood.

So it is with everything connected with
our lives. Let us glance at our temporal
prosperity. Our enemies talk about what
others would do for us, if they had the op-
portunity. But what have they done? Look
at our cities, towns and villages; examine
the manner in which the local govern-
ment of this Territory has been con-
ducted, the light taxation and every-
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