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thing in fact connected with our material

progress, and to whom is the credit due

for the blessings we enjoy? Is this credit

due to those who are seeking to destroy

the influence and power of the Priest-

hood? Certainly not. This settlement

of Hyde Park, the settlement of Smith-

field, every settlement in fact in this val-

ley has been founded under the auspices

or direction of men of experience, whom

our enemies denounce, because they hold

the Holy Priesthood of the Son of God.

If we are lightly taxed, if we are out of

debt, if our country is prosperous, it is

due directly to the counsels of these men,

whose chief offense in the eyes of our en-

emies is that they are God's servants,

whom He has chosen, and to whom He

has given wisdom, to direct and manage

affairs.

The prosperity which has attended

our people is remarkable, more es-

pecially when we consider the yearly

influx of poor people. I remember when

I was in Europe, the four years I was

there, upwards of 13,000 Saints were

emigrated, the most of them coming di-

rectly to Utah. At present we have an

emigration of 2,000 to 2,500 per annum,

coming into this Territory from abroad—

poor people. Why, there is not another

population in the country of our num-

bers that could absorb so many people

as our community does, without there

being pauperism all over the land. But

there is no pauperism. God has blessed

the people in their fields, in their flocks,

and in all their labors. They have been

greatly prospered, and they will continue

to prosper if they continue to listen to the

voice of inspiration and hearken to the

counsels of the Priesthood of the Son of

God.

[The above was delivered in Hyde

Park, Saturday afternoon, August 23,

1884.]
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We are in a very peculiar position as

a people. Our position is unlike that of

any other people upon the face of the

earth that we have any knowledge of.

God has communicated His mind and

will unto the children of men, and it has

been made known unto us. Others have

heard it as well as we; but we are dis-

tinguished from them by our reception of

this word, our willingness to obey it, and

hence we are gathered together as we

are in this place and in other settlements

which the Saints have formed, not for

the purpose, in the first place, of making

money and bettering our condition, but

for the purpose of keeping the command-

ments of God and walking in accordance

with the revelations that He has given

unto us. We have been gathered together

by extraordinary displays of power. The

world has not seen and cannot see these

manifestations, for the reason that their

eyes are closed by unbelief, and their

hearts hardened from the same cause.

God's providences are not perceived by

them. They do not distinguish the hand

and the power of God in the events

that are taking place. Nevertheless,


