
not do it; it is because our Father and God 
checkmates him, and restrains him, and 
overrules his acts that he does not do this. 
The disposition is there, the willingness is 
there, the murderous spirit is there, every-
thing is there that is necessary to accomplish 
this except the power to do it, which God 
in His providence withholds or controls, 
so as to prevent its exercise. We know this. 
The experience of 54 years has taught this 
to us. We have this kind of a foe to con-
tend against. In view of this, what should 
be our course? Perfect, implicit, unques-
tioned obedience to our Father and God. 
What should be the course of every Latter-
day Saint? We should not by thought, by 
word, by action, by any example, by any 
influence, lend any assistance to this being 
that is opposed to our God, and who is our 
deadly enemy, and the deadly enemy of ev-
ery son and daughter of God. It is for this 
purpose that we are gathered together. It is 
that we may be withdrawn from the influ-
ence of Satan. It is that our influence may 
be on the side of our God in establishing 
righteousness that we are gathered together. 
We could not operate in this direction  
with any degree of success if we were

scattered among the nations of the earth. 
Our influence would be unfelt, it would be 
lost, it would have no effect. It is only by 
concentration, it is only by gathering to-
gether, that we can accomplish the designs 
of our Father and God. Look at us today. 
We do not number 250,000 people in 
these mountains, and yet where is the peo-
ple whose influence compares with ours? 
Where is the people whose acts and whose 
movements attract the attention that do 
ours? But scatter us among the nations 
and what would our influence amount 
to? It would be unfelt and lost. But God 
has gathered us together, and He aims to 
make us a great people. He will preserve 
His Priesthood in the earth, and we shall 
be victorious over our enemies, and our 
children after us will inherit the land and 
the earth. We are laying the foundation of 
that kingdom that shall never be destroyed, 
and the Lord will at last reign undisturbed 
and unquestioned for 1,000 years. That is 
the promise of our God to us, and we are 
engaged in that work today.

[The above was delivered in Smithfield, 
Cache County, Saturday morning, August 
23, 1884.]
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