
made a crime whether in polygamy or out 
of polygamy.

2nd. The Governor turned legisla-
tor, added to this law, and inserted in a 
test oath to officials, the following words 
regarding cohabitation, “in the marriage 
relation;” thus plainly and definitely sanc-
tioning prostitution, without any law of 
the United States, or any authority.

3rd. The United States Commissioners, 
also, without legislation, adopted the ac-
tion of the Governor, and still insisted on 
this interpolation, in the test oath in elec-
tion matters, and placed all polygamists 
under this unconstitutional oath, and 
released prostitutes and their paramours 
from the obligations placed upon others.

4th. The Prosecuting Attorney has sanc-
tioned these things, and pursued a simi-
lar course; and while he has asked all the 
“Mormon” jurors certain questions pertain-
ing to their religious faith in the doctrines 
of the “Mormon” Church, and challenged 
them if they answered affirmatively as to 
their belief in polygamy, he has declined 
to ask other jurors whether they believed 
in prostitution, or whether they believed in 
cohabiting with more than one woman or 
not.

5th. Chief Justice Zane when appealed 
to on this question refused to interfere, or 
give any other ruling, and thus aided in 
packing the jury.

Thus a law was first passed by Congress, 
which has been perverted by the adminis-
tration, by all its officers who have officiat-
ed in this Territory, and made to subserve 
the interests of a party who have placed in 
their political platform an Anti-Mormon 
plank; and have clearly proven that there 
is a combination in all the officers of State,

officiating in this Territory, to back up this 
political intrigue in the interest of party, 
and at the sacrifice of law, equity, jurispru-
dence and all the safeguards that are pro-
vided by the Constitution for the protec-
tion of human rights.

These (continued President Taylor) are 
some points that are of considerable im-
portance. Similar things have been exhib-
ited in former times—an animus, a united 
operation against justice, equity and law, 
and, in our case, against the Constitution 
of the United States, and the rights and 
privileges and immunities of the Latter-day 
Saints. A law was framed professedly in the 
interest of purity and virtue. When it got 
here it was perverted and made to subserve 
the interest of prostitution and prostitutes; 
and the lowest class of men, who violate 
their marital relations, and trample under 
foot all principles of virtue and integrity, 
can go on our juries, can vote at the polls, 
through the intrigues of corrupt men; and 
they thus try to shackle a free people, bring 
them into bondage, and make slaves of 
them, unless they will bow to their infernal 
behests, and in the name of Israel’s God we 
will not do it. [The congregation respond-
ed with a loud “Amen.”] We are not going 
to elevate prostitutes and men who vio-
late their marital relations above men and 
women who are virtuous, honorable and 
upright. These are my feelings, and I am 
not afraid to proclaim them to the world. 
So much for these things.

Do we want a class of men along with  
us that will submit to these kind of  
things, and are we to share in this 
hypocrisy, this infamy and degradation? 
What mean these dens in our city that 
are introduced by our Christian friends—
dens of infamy, dens of prostitution, gam-
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