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bling holes, houses of assignation,

dramshops, etc.? They are to cater to the

virtuous (?) feelings of these honorable,

high-minded, pure reformers that have

come among us—(Laughter)—or what

are they for? They are sanctioned, I am

ashamed to say by the officers of gov-

ernment, and protected in their libidi-

nous and degrading pursuits. How was

it some time ago when the Edmunds law

was first introduced? A son of Mayor

Little was one of the election registrars.

His father some years ago had had two

wives—I am sorry to say he has not got

them now, they are dead—and because

some years before any law of this kind

was in operation in the United States he

had practiced plural marriage, his son

was obliged to tell his father that he

could not register. Shortly afterwards

a notorious courtesan known as Kate

Flint, with some of the inmates of her

bagnio, drove up and requested to be

registered. "Why, of course." And this

same gentleman that could not regis-

ter his honorable father, who had never

violated any law of the United States,

had to endure the mortification of tak-

ing the names of these others and plac-

ing them on the list as respectable vot-

ers in our midst! About this time an-

other non-Mormon came along to one of

the other registration officers, and on

partly reading the oath—this test oath

that had been prescribed—said, "I am

afraid I can't take that!" "Why can't you

take it?" Well, he was an honest man

among the Gentiles; he did not like to

foreswear himself; so he said, "I have a

wife, and then I keep a mistress." "Oh,

well," says the man, "read on a little

further." He read on until he came to

the words, "in the marriage relation."

"Oh, well, yes, I can take that," he said,

and registered. These are facts that are

stuck before our noses here in the City

of Salt Lake by the officials sent among

us, and who are instructed particularly

to look after our morals.

So much, then, for such affairs. Now,

do we want affiliation or association with

such practices and principles as these?

God forbid. And we want no falterers in

our ranks. What shall we do? Live our

religion, be true to our covenants, and

keep the commandments of God.

What shall the Presidents of Stakes

do? Look after our Stakes, and if you find

adulterers or adulteresses among you,

don't permit them to go into the tem-

ples of God; for we won't have such peo-

ple; they cannot be sanctioned by us, nor

have our fellowship. We will not have

them; the world may take the strum-

pets; they may wallow in their filth, but

we will not have our holy places polluted

by people calling themselves Latter-day

Saints, who indulge in these abominable

practices; we will not have them; and

anybody who permits them to go into

these holy places will have to be respon-

sible for it. Many Bishops do it, they

will be held responsible. Therefore, be

careful, you Presidents of Stakes and you

Bishops, how you act, and look well af-

ter your people, for be it understood that

before our Lord Jesus Christ shall come,

"Tighteousness shall go before him; and

shall set us in the way of his steps."

(Psalms lxxxv, 13.) We are preparing

ourselves to build up a Zion of God, and

these people, whoremasters and whores,

liars and hypocrites, will never get into

the city of the living God, they will be

found outside the gates.

Now, have I any ill feelings to-

wards these people that persecute and

proscribe us? No. I would do


