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after the birth of a child it is free from

the power of temptation and Satan. God

restrains the power of Satan—forbids

him to exercise it over the tender child.

And so in like manner did He restrain

the power of Satan in the early days of

this Church, so that there was a limit to

its exercise over the Church in its weak

condition. But as power increased, as the

gifts of God were manifested, as the keys

of the Priesthood were revealed unto the

children of men, so did the wrath of the

wicked, so did the violence of mobs, so

did the combinations that were formed

with the object of destroying the work

of God increase in their strength and in

their numbers. As the work progressed,

so did the spirit of opposition progress,

one keeping pace, apparently, with the

other, and there is a wise purpose in this

when we contemplate the great destiny

that awaits this people. We can see the

wisdom and the purpose of our God in

permitting persecution to keep pace with

the growth and the advancement of the

work. It is just as necessary that we

should be developed in our strength; it

is just as necessary that we should be

developed in our faith, as anything else

connected with the work of our God. If

it were not for this, we could not be-

come the people that God designs; we

could not fulfill the destiny that He has

in store for us if it were not for these ter-

rible ordeals to which this Church and

this people have been subjected in the

past, and to which they are now exposed,

and which, doubtless, will continue to in-

crease as the Church increases, until the

day comes when the Kingdom of God will

triumph over every obstacle and be fully

established upon the earth.

But as I have remarked, as the

Kingdom has grown and spread, so have

the words of our beloved Prophet been

literally fulfilled. Men say, "Oh, if you

will only get a revelation concerning

polygamy, if you will only lay polygamy

aside, you will no longer have any op-

position to contend with; if you will

only conform to modern ideas concerning

your domestic institutions, we shall have

nothing to say against you. The opposi-

tion that finds now such strong support

will be deprived of its war-cry and of the

sympathy of thousands which sustain it

at the present time—they will be de-

prived of this and you will go along like

the rest of the churches, without hav-

ing to suffer from the opposition and the

hatred that are now manifested against

you."

Vain thought!—a thought that is only

expressed by those who know nothing

of the character of this work, who are

not familiar with the history of this

dispensation, and who judge of the ef-

fects of such movements by their human

knowledge and the experience that they

have with other systems. This system

which God has established, this great

work of our God, cannot be measured

by human thoughts; the effects of this

work and that which it is accomplish-

ing on the earth, that which it will ac-

complish on the earth, cannot be esti-

mated by anything that is known among

men. It is entirely unique, unlike any-

thing else that has ever been upon the

earth since our Savior laid the foun-

dation of that dispensation—there has

never been anything like it among men,

and therefore every calculation concern-

ing it, every prognostication and every

suggestion is at fault in regard to this

work of our God. For, be it understood,

as we well understand it as a people,


