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signed by God for it among the nations

of the earth. This we may look forward

to, this we may expect, and if we do not

make calculations on these things we fail

to comprehend the character of the work

which He, our God, has established on

the earth. Men wonder at our temerity—

men wonder at the hardihood we have.

They are surprised that we should dare

think as we do. Only a few days ago we

saw the statement of a friend in the De-

seret News, appealing to us to get a reve-

lation to do away with plural marriage;

because if we did not, war and blood-

shed would be the result. Have we not

been threatened with this from the be-

ginning? Yes, we have. We have had this

ordeal to meet; we have had war threat-

ened; we have suffered from bloodshed;

but the burden of the Lord has been

upon us, the hand of God has been over

us. Though our pathway has been beset

by all these difficulties, nevertheless the

burden of the Lord has been upon us to

carry forward this Gospel and to estab-

lish this work, let the consequences be

what they may to us individually. We

have the promise of God, that so far as

the work is concerned it will stand, it will

increase, until it fills the whole earth.

We know not what the consequencesmay

be to us individually. Each man must

do his duty, and do his part faithfully,

courageously, manfully, in the sight of

God, being willing to endure all the con-

sequences, with a full knowledge that

God will save, redeem and exalt him if

he will only be true to the holy Priest-

hood which he has revealed.

Then is not this a marvelous work

and a wonder? Has not the wis-

dom of the wise in connection with it,

perished? Has not the understand-

ing of the prudent been brought to

nought? Has it not baffled all the

calculations of human wisdom? Has

it not overcome all the obstacles that

have been put in its pathway by human

strength and by all the ingenuity which

human beings have been able to devise

or employ or command? Certainly it has;

and today human wisdom and human

prudence are as much at fault as they

ever were, and it will continue to be the

case until all that God has predicted con-

cerning this work will be literally ful-

filled.

My brethren and sisters, when we

look at this work by the light of the

Holy Spirit, when God enables us to com-

prehend some of His designs and pur-

poses, we can see how wonderfully He

has wrought in our behalf, how wonder-

fully he has preserved this people. We

today are a great people, it may be said.

In some respects we are. We are few

in numbers, it is true; but God in His

wonderful providence has prepared this

land, this glorious land, this mountain

region, it seems as though He had pre-

pared it beforehand for the ingathering

of His people, and as a dwelling place for

them. A better habitat cannot be found

on the face of the earth, for the Latter-

day Saints than this mountain region. A

better or more admirably adapted peo-

ple for these mountains cannot be found.

The training we have had in the past ad-

mirably fits us for the labor of establish-

ing cities, towns, villages and hamlets,

opening farms, and developing all the re-

sources of these mountain valleys. No

other people are so well qualified for this

labor as we are. No other land is so well

adapted for such a people as this land

that we now inhabit. The people and the

land have been found. The people and


