
326 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

I know that this work will roll forth in

the manner in which I have, in my hum-

ble and weak way, attempted to describe

to you. I know that. But whether I will

be faithful depends upon myself. I be-

seech Him in the name of Jesus, that I

may be faithful; that whatever may come

in my pathway I may never, no never

flinch, never weaken in my fidelity, in my

courage and in my zeal for this glorious

work of our God. I would rather die this

instant in your presence, than ever fal-

ter in regard to this work. I love it. It

is God's work. I dedicated myself in my

childhood to the cause of God, and I have

endeavored through my life to be faith-

ful to Him. If we will be faithful to our

God He will redeem us, no matter what

the circumstances may be through which

we may be called to pass. We may wade

through sorrow. We may have to endure

persecution. We may have to meet with

death. We may have to endure impris-

onment and many other things that our

predecessors had to endure. God may

test us in this manner. Every human be-

ing that is connected with this work will

have to be tested before he can enter into

the Celestial Kingdom of our God. He

will try us to the uttermost. If we have

any spot more tender than another, He

will feel after it. He will test all in some

way or other. But like the promises that

have been made in regard to the work

as a work, so are the promises made to

us as individual members of the Church.

We have had certain promises made

to us. We have had blessings sealed

upon us. God has acknowledged them

in the heavens when they have been

sealed upon our heads by the authority

of the Priesthood which He has restored.

And you may notice it that as the work

of our God has increased we have also in-

creased in the power of the Priesthood.

When Joseph Smith committed the keys

of the Priesthood unto his brethren, and

rolled the burden upon their shoulders

of carrying forward this work—in his ur-

gent haste to build the Temple of Nau-

voo, in his urgent haste to commit to his

fellow servants all that God had commit-

ted to him—from that day the Kingdom

of our God has grown in majesty and

in strength, and at the same time has

called forth opposition such as it never

met with before. Every Temple that

we build excites additional hatred, in-

creases the volume of opposition, the vol-

ume of hostility, and the threatenings of

the wicked. Every Temple that we have

thus far completed—and every Temple of

which we lay the foundation—has been

another testimony in favor of God, and

has brought strength to the people of

God, in enlisting the hosts in the eter-

nal world upon our side; but at the same

time there has been stirred up, from the

very depths of hell, all the damned, Sa-

tan and his legions, to unite with their

agents upon the earth in an endeavor to

destroy this work, and to do everything

in their power to obliterate it from the

face of the earth: for hell is engaged at

the work we are doing: hell is stirred

up at that which we are accomplishing.

Satan sees that which he dreads. He

sees a people guided by the holy Priest-

hood. He sees a people gathered together

according to the promise of God, filled

with the power of God, led by His ever-

lasting Priesthood, and seeing this, he

is determined to exert every power, ev-

ery influence that he can muster for the

purpose of preventing the spread and

growth of this work. He is determined

to do this, and we can see it. But his


