
power and influence are restrained; be-
cause, were it not so, the strength of the 
people of the Church of God is not such 
as to withstand the power of the evil one 
without succumbing to it. God, therefore, 
permits the opposition power to grow in 
proportion to the strength of the Saints, 
and if the contest be a sharp one, a keen 
one, a violent one, the sooner it will be 
ended. Because there is a termination to 
all this. There is a time coming when this 
opposition must cease and when God will 
stretch forth His arm, as He has already 
done, to accomplish His great work on the 
earth. As the nations of the earth reject the 
Gospel, He will pour out the judgments 
that are set to follow the preaching of the 
Gospel. God will fight for Zion. God will 
remember Zion. Her name is written on 
the palms of His hands. He never can for-
get Zion. A woman may forget her nursing 
child—and that is a very difficult thing to 
do—but our God will never forget Zion, 
never forget the promises made to His 
people. He looks down from His holy 
habitation, and sees the humble efforts of 
His people. He sees their devotion to His 
cause. He sees their willingness to lay down 
their lives for the truth. Our God is not ig-
norant of this. His eye is upon this people, 
and His blessing will be with us. There is 
no power that can prevent the outpouring 
of His Spirit upon us; no power whatever.

We are rearing, as I have said, temples. 
And who shall enter into the temples  
of our God? Shall the drunkard, the 
whoremonger,  the blasphemer, the 
Sabbath-breaker? Shall the man who 
does not train his family as he should do,  
who is not living a godly life? I tell you,  
my brethren and s i s ters ,  the  t ime

has come when a higher standard of purity 
must be observed by us as a people than 
has been in the past. We must live worthy 
of these blessings which God has bestowed 
upon us. If we do not God will withdraw 
His Spirit; God would condemn His ser-
vant who stands at the head of this Church, 
were he to permit wickedness to enter into 
these holy places. Therefore, the servants 
of God are strictly charged concerning 
these things. O, you adulterers! O, you 
whoremongers! O, you drunkards! O you 
Sabbath-breakers! O you dishonest men, 
and you hypocrites who have a place and 
a name among the Latter-day Saints! I say, 
woe! unto you unless you repent of your 
sins, unless you forsake everything that is 
evil and humble yourselves before God, 
and ask forgiveness from Him; for I tell 
you the Spirit of God will be withdrawn 
from you, and you will be left to yourselves 
and become as withered branches only fit 
for burning, unless you heartily, sincere-
ly, profoundly, from the bottom of your 
hearts, repent of all your sins and put them 
far from you. God will not bear with you 
any longer. The sinner in Zion will trem-
ble. That day will come. Fear will come 
upon the hypocrite. Therefore, repent of 
your sins before it is too late. And if you do 
you may enter into the holy places which 
God has provided. But O ye Presidents of 
Stakes and ye Bishops, you must be on the 
watchtower about these things, for God 
will hold you accountable. The sins of 
the people will be found upon your gar-
ments in the day of the Lord Jesus, if you 
do not cleanse impurity from the midst of 
your wards. If you recommend men who 
are unworthy, through tenderness of heart 
and through sympathy, when they are
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