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ness covered the whole earth and gross

darkness the minds of the people.

A church arose different from the

Church which Christ established; it is

today called the Church of Rome, or Ro-

man Catholic Church, which professes to

be the ancient Christian church contin-

ued upon the earth down to the present

time, and the Pope of Rome, who pre-

sides over it, claims to be a descendant

in authority of St. Peter. But when we

come to look into the claims of the church

to succession, we find that they will not

stand the test of investigation. When we

compare the Church of Rome with the

Church that Christ established, we find

that it is altogether different. Its organi-

zation, its ordinances, its teachings, its

doctrines are at variance with the orga-

nization, teachings and doctrines of the

Church of Christ. Instead of Apostles

over the church, there are Pope and Car-

dinals. Instead of baptism by immersion

for the remission of sins, the sprinkling

of infants that know no sin. Instead of

the gift and power of the Holy Ghost,

darkness. Instead of charity which cov-

ereth a multitude of sins, persecution

and a desire to coerce man into certain

forms of religion. Instead of the ordi-

nances instituted in the ancient Church

in behalf of the dead, prayers for the

souls in purgatory. I might go on at great

length and show the difference between

that church and the Church that Christ

established. But, that is not my purpose

this afternoon. Anyone who will take up

the New Testament and read the account

given there of the acts of the Apostles,

of the doctrines taught in the epistles, of

the ordinances, of the spirit and power

in the Church of Christ, and then com-

pare that Church with the church called

the Church of Rome, will see that they

are two entirety distinct and separate or-

ganizations, having nothing whatever in

common with each other, except perhaps

that in a few particulars they have some

resemblance.

Now, all the other forms of the Chris-

tian religion which exist upon the face of

the earth have sprung from that church,

either directly or indirectly, and if the

Church of Rome is wrong, all the orga-

nizations that have sprung from it must

be wrong also, unless some of these peo-

ple who have seceded from that church

have been authorized by God Almighty,

have been authorized by the Lord Jesus

Christ, to establish a new church. But

there is not one of them that claims any

such thing. Not one of the various sects

that I am referring to, claims to have

been authorized by divine revelation to

set up a new church. No, they have come

out from some other church, and upon

their own authority, they have started

to reform errors which they believed ex-

isted in the body from which they had se-

ceded. That is the position which they

occupy. The Church of England—or the

Episcopal Church, as it is called—is an

offshoot of the Roman Catholic Church,

and all the authority its Bishops and

Priests and Deacons have was obtained

from the Church of Rome. But that

church cut them off, and whether the

Church of Rome was right or wrong, the

Episcopal Church must be wrong so far

as a claim of authority goes: for if the

Church of Rome had not any authority,

then the Episcopal Church cannot have

any; and if the Church of Rome had au-

thority, then it used that authority in

cutting the other church off. Other sects

which have dissented from the Church of

England are all in the same condition,

so far as their authority is concerned,


