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will. He watches over the affairs of na-

tions as well as individuals. And in His

hand they are like the drop in the bucket.

They are as nothing before His eyes. He

can speak and they will be destroyed. In

a moment He could withdraw the breath

of life from among them, and they would

perish: and when people imagine that

by putting their heads together and con-

cocting some scheme for the destruction

of the Lord's people, the Lord's anointed,

they can overthrow them, "He that sit-

teth in the heavens shall laugh and shall

have them in derision."

As Brother Abraham Cannon has

told us this afternoon, the hand of God

is in all these things. It must not be un-

derstood, however, that God is inciting

men to work against this people. No, He

leaves them to their own agency. They

will go ahead and carry out their designs

as far as the Lord pleases to allow them

and no further. "Hitherto shalt thou

come, and no further: and here shall thy

proudwaves be stayed?" He that spoke to

the wind and the waves can speak to the

blast of human passion and the breakers

of human wrath, bid them go no further,

and say, when He pleases; "Peace, be

still." These things will all work together

for the good of the people of God, and in

them the Lord has a design to prove His

Saints. "It must needs be that offenses

come; but woe unto them by whom they

come!" Offenses must come that we may

be tried and proven, and that the Lord

may see whether or not we will abide in

His covenant.

The revelation from which I read

just now was given as early as

1833. It is the word of the Lord,

and is true and faithful. Now, if

we abide in the covenant of the

Lord, all will be well with us. If we do

not—well, I have nothing to say about it;

that is in the hands of the Lord. The

Lord says that some may be called to

lay down their lives for the truth's sake.

It is very easy to die when our time

comes, but it is mighty hard to die when

it has not. I have heard of people be-

ing weary of life and trying to die, but

they could not do it. To live and endure

in the covenant of the Gospel is where

the trial comes in. That is what the Lord

calls upon us to do, and if necessary to

lay down our lives for the Gospel's sake.

Now, will we keep sacred our covenants,

and not deny them to please the world?

I rather think we will. That is the dispo-

sition of the Latter-day Saints. There is

a disposition about a few to compromise

a little, to give the world a little leeway,

and to seem to be yielding. Well, that is

not my disposition. It may be all right

for some, but I do not feel that way. I feel

that God lives and that He has the right

to direct in all things. "What? Does the

Lord direct in secular and political mat-

ters?" He did in ancient times, and He

has the right to do so in modern times.

The Lord will direct us in all things to

His praise, and the time will come when

His power and dominion will be fully es-

tablished in the earth, and when all na-

tions will serve and obey Him.

I feel in my heart to hearken to

the voice of God, to do as we are

told in this revelation—to live by ev-

ery word that comes from the mouth of

God. It will not do to say when one

word of the Lord comes, "Yes, I can ac-

cept that," and then when another word

comes, say, "No, I cannot take hold of

that, for our enemies are opposed to

it." We must live by every word that

proceedeth from the Lord. I feel that


