A PRIVILEGE TO MEET TO WORSHIP GOD, ETC.

God lives, that this is His work, and that
every principle and ordinance and institu-
tion within the pale of this Church is from
on high. This Church has been established
by the power of God, and God is able to
sustain it; if He cannot, it is a mighty poor
thing. But I know the Lord will sustain us
if we will do our part, and live and pro-
claim our religion. I do not think it is our
duty to dilate upon it on every occasion, or
to try and cram down men’s throats what
we believe; but I mean that in our hearts,
in our homes, and in all that we do, we will
try and live according to the covenants we
have made, and not go back upon them for
any power that exists upon the earth.

That which is ordained of God will
stand, and that which is not ordained of
Him will be destroyed. Ordinances admin-
istered by men unauthorized of God—
whether it be the sacrament, or pertain-
ing to marriage—will have an end when
men are dead; they will not pass beyond
the grave. Every baptism of the Catholic
Church, and of the Episcopal Church,
and of the Baptist Church, or any other
church, if God Almighty did not ordain
and authorize the man who performed the
ordinance even though he performed it in
the right way and used the right words, is
null and void and as though it had never
been performed, with the exception that
God will judge him who in administering
it without authority took His holy name in
vain. And so with the marriages that men
administer. They may be all very well for
time; but after death the contract will not
exist. “Will T accept of an offering,” saith
the Lord, “that is not made in my name?
Or will I receive at your hands that which

I have not appointed?” Why should He?
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Some of those sectarian churches think
that God ought to accept all their offerings,
just because they choose to make them, in
their own way. This is as it was with an-
cient Cain. Abel brought that which the
Lord commanded—the firstlings of his
flock, typical of the Savior that was to
come, and his offering was accepted. Cain
brought of the fruit of the ground, and his
offering was not accepted. Why? Because
he made his offering as he chose, which
was not acceptable unto the Lord, while
Abel made his offering as commanded,
which was acceptable to the Lord. Because
of this, Cain became angry and slew his
brother. That same spirit is manifested
today in the world against the Latter-day
Saints. The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints seeks to make an accept-
able offering to the Lord and to worship
Him in the way He has commanded. The
ordinances of this Church are those which
God Himself has established: but men
have established their own institutions
and their own mode of worship, which is
not acceptable to the Lord, and because of
this the world is filled with bitterness and
frequently with the same spirit that Cain
manifested towards Abel, and desire to per-
secute the Saints even to the shedding of
their blood.

Well, what shall we do? We will go
along the road that God has marked out
for us; we will not go our own way unless
it is the way of the Lord. If we will make
the will of the Lord our will, then it is right
for us to have our will; but it is His right
to rule and reign. He is our Father, He has
therefore the right to dictate to us His
children, and we should obey His dictates.
If we do we shall find pleasure therein.
He that keeps the commandments of
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