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everything associated with our present and
future happiness, and thus become the
blessed of the Lord, and our offspring with
us.

These are some of the things devolv-
ing upon us. Hence Zion is beginning to
lengthen her cords and increase her Stakes,
and we are spreading out in the north, in
the south, and in various different direc-
tions. We are seeking to look after the wel-
fare of the Saints of God, in their various
settlements wherever they may be, and to
protect them in every way that it is pos-
sible for us to extend protection, on the
principle of union, harmony and broth-
erhood, inspired by the Spirit of the liv-
ing God. Hence it becomes the duty of
the First Presidency to look after all these
things, and sometimes, under peculiar
circumstances, we are obliged to send a
few Saints from one Stake to strengthen
other Stakes of Zion, that the people may
be preserved in their rights and their liber-
ties from the aggressions of unscrupulous
people, who are secking to take advan-
tage of the circumstances with which our
people may be surrounded.

We complain sometimes about our tri-
als: we need not do that. These are things
that are necessary for our perfection. We
think sometimes that we are not rightly
treated, and I think we think correctly
about some of these things. We think
there are plots set on foot to entrap us;
and I think we think so very correctly. At
the same time we need not be astonished
at these things. We need not be amazed at
a feeling of hatred and animosity. Why?
Because we are living in a peculiar day and
age of the world, which is distinctively
called the latter days, wherein it is said that
God will have a controversy with the
nations of the earth. There are some things
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about these matters that men do not un-
derstand. They think that men manipu-
late the affairs of men. They do in part,
and they are used ofttimes as instruments
by the Almighty, and sometimes by an-
other power that is called Lucifer, just as
circumstances may be. But in regard to the
nations of the earth, God sets up one na-
tion and pulls down another, according
to the counsels of His own will. And we
read of nations that years ago flourished
and were great, prosperous and powerful,
of which we now know nothing only as we
learn it from a few pages of history; they are
obliterated and blotted out as nations, and
do not exist today. Nations and empires
have risen and fallen; they have grown, in-
creased, and prospered, and then decayed,
crumbled, and died. The Lord manipulates
all these things according to the counsels
of His own will. But men generally under-
stand very little of these matters; for there
has been very little communication with
God for ages, until He was prepared to
reveal His will in these last days. Yet men
profess to fear God, and a great many of
them seek to worship Him. There is some-
thing very remarkable said by the Prophet
Isaiah, when he had his vision opened in
regard to the events that should transpire
in the latter days. He says:

“Behold, the Lord maketh the earth
empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth
it upside down, and scattereth abroad the
inhabitants thereof.

“And it shall be, as with the people, so
with the priest; as with the servant, so with
his master; as with the maid, so with her
mistress; as with the buyer, so with the
seller; as with the lender, so with the
borrower; as with the taker of usury,
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