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fatuated as to trample under foot the

Constitution and other safeguards pro-

vided for the liberties of man, we do not

propose to assist them in their suicidal

and traitorous enterprises; for we have

been told by Joseph Smith that when

the people of this nation would tram-

ple upon the Constitution, the Elders of

this Church would rally round the flag

and defend it. And it may come to that;

we may be nearer to it than some of us

think, for the people are not very zealous

in the protection of human rights. And

when legislators, governors and judges

unite in seeking to tear down the tem-

ple of liberty and destroy the bulwarks

of human freedom, it will be seen by all

lovers of liberty, that they are playing

a hazardous game and endangering the

perpetuity of human rights. For it will

not take long for the unthinking to fol-

low their lead, and they may let loose an

element that they never can bind again.

We seem to be standing on a precipice

and the tumultuous passions of men are

agitated by political and party strife; the

elements of discord are seething and rag-

ing as if portending a coming storm; and

no man seems competent to take the

helm and guide the ship of State through

the fearful breakers that threaten on ev-

ery hand. These are dangerous things,

but it becomes our duty as good citizens

to obey the law as far as practicable, and

be governed by correct principles.

I had some papers read over at the

General Conference, giving my views in

relation to some of these matters. They

have been published, but I will have one

or two extracts read for your informa-

tion.

President Cannon then read as fol-

lows:

The distinction being made be-

tween Polygamy and Prostitution:

1st. Congress made a law which

would affect both; and cohabitation with

more than one woman was made a crime

whether in polygamy or out of polygamy.

2nd. The Governor turned legisla-

tor, added to this law, and inserted in

a test oath to officials, the following

words regarding cohabitation, "in the

marriage relation;" thus plainly and def-

initely sanctioning prostitution, without

any law of the United States, or any au-

thority.

3rd. The United States Commis-

sioners, also without legislation, adopted

the action of the Governor, and still in-

sisted on this interpolation, in the test

oath in election matters, and placed all

polygamists under this unconstitutional

oath, and released prostitutes and their

paramours from the obligations placed

upon others.

4th. The Prosecuting Attorney has

sanctioned these things, and pursued a

similar course: and while he has asked

all the "Mormon" grand jurors certain

questions pertaining to their religious

faith in the doctrines of the "Mormon"

Church, and challenged them if they an-

swered affirmatively as to their belief in

polygamy, he has declined to ask other

jurors whether they believed in prostitu-

tion, or whether they believed in cohab-

iting with more than one woman or not.

5th. Chief Justice Zane when ap-

pealed to on this question, refused to in-

terfere, or give any other ruling.

Thus a law was first passed by

Congress, which has been perverted

by the administration, by all its offi-

cers, who have officiated in this Ter-

ritory, and made to subserve the in-

terests of a party who have placed

in their political platform an Anti-


