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Mormon plank; and have clearly proven

that there is a combination entered into

by all the officers of state officiating in

this Territory, to back up this political

intrigue in the interest of party, and at

the sacrifice of law, equity, jurisprudence,

and all the safeguards that are provided

by the Constitution for the protection of

human rights.

Congress cannot be condemned for

these proceedings. The law as it stands

on the nation's Statute Books makes no

such distinction, so far as the qualifi-

cation of jurors are concerned, between

those who cohabit with more than one

woman in the marriage relation, and

those who do so outside of that rela-

tion. All the rest has been aided by of-

ficials here. The law reads: "Section

5: That in any prosecution for bigamy,

polygamy, or unlawful cohabitation, un-

der any Statute of the United States,

it shall be sufficient cause of challenge

to any person drawn or summoned as

a juryman or a talesman, first, that he

is or has been living in the practice of

bigamy, polygamy, or unlawful cohabi-

tation with more than one woman, * *

or second, that he believes it right for

a man to have more than one living

and undivorced wife at the same time,

or to live in the practice of cohabiting

with more than one woman." It will thus

be seen that the same questions can be

properly put to both classes; and such

was the evident, unmistakable intention

of Congress. But the Prosecuting Attor-

ney with red-hot zeal changes all this, in

his religio-political crusade against the

faith of the Latter-day Saints he insists

upon his right to propound the ques-

tion with the Governor's interpolation

super-added, whilst he entirely ignores

the other side of the case; hence those

who cohabit outside of the marriage rela-

tion can go scot free, without interroga-

tion or questioning, and when attention

is drawn to this perversion of the law,

he asserts that he has the right to pro-

pound what questions he chooses, and

decline to ask those he has no mind to;

in fact that the whole proceeding was a

purely optional matter with him. Thus

the whole weight of the law is unjustly

and unrighteously thrown on the shoul-

ders of those who believe and act in the

marriage relation, and entirely removed

from the others, who develop into the ju-

rors, who are to indict, try and condemn

the other and far more honorable class.

I will have something further read.

It is alleged that we are a very cor-

rupt people, that we are a very lawless

people; that we are a very wicked peo-

ple; that we are a very lascivious peo-

ple; and therefore it becomes necessary

for them to pass and execute certain laws

in order that we may be placed under

the guardianship of people who are more

pure and more virtuous. That is why I

want some statistics read in relation to

that matter, and I would not have had

them read, nor have dwelt upon these

matters, only on the principle of self-

defense.

President Cannon then read as fol-

lows:

"The population of Utah may be esti-

mated at 160,000 in 1883.

"Of these say 130,000 were Mormons

and 30,000 Gentiles, a very liberal esti-

mate of the latter.

"In this year there were 46 persons

sent to the Penitentiary, convicted of

crime. Of these, 33 were non-Mormons

and 13 reputed Mormons.

"At the above estimate of popu-

lation the ratio or percentage would

be one prisoner to every 10,000

Mormons, or one-hundredth of one


