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and adulterers, and to make that a crime

which is nowhere proclaimed a crime

by the Almighty. And then we have

these whited walls and painted sepul-

chres under the guise of the protectors

of virtue and the defenders and advo-

cates of purity and moral reform, bring

all the weight of their influence and po-

sition to bear upon innocence, virtue

and integrity. Surely, as it is said, jus-

tice is fallen in the street, righteousness

standeth afar off, and judgment cannot

enter. But what of our people? With all

of their weaknesses, follies and imperfec-

tions, of which we as a people have very

many in the sight of God, they are yet

in the balances of unbiased equity be-

fore the law, as per record ten times the

superiors of our accusers, but with the

points of prostitution, harlotry, gambling

and other vices, not to mention the terri-

ble crimes of feticide and infanticide, we

have nothing to do; these are their insti-

tutions only, and do not belong to us.

But it may be argued, are not the ex-

ecutive and judiciary expected to admin-

ister the law as they find it? Certainly;

and if they would confine themselves to

this, all honorable men would sustain

them. But governors are nowhere autho-

rized to introduce test oaths, in violation

of law, to protect the spoliators of virtue,

the brothel and the adulterer; nor is the

judiciary required in the execution of its

legal function to ignore the precedents of

courts, nor to sanction the empanelment

of packed juries.

I have had these things read for

more reasons than one. First, to

show the hypocrisy of those who come

here to teach us morality, and who

proscribe the acts of a pure and in-

dustrious people who dwell in these

mountains. And for another purpose,

to guard our brethren and sisters against

the encroachments of such fiends in hu-

man form as those persons here referred

to. We cannot have, and won't have adul-

terers and adulteresses among us, much

less will we have those who, by murder,

stain their consciences and damn them-

selves forever. You sisters, guard your-

selves against these infamies, or you will

sink yourselves down, down, down to

pits of infamy and ruin, that you never

dreamed of. I do not wonder that the

Prophets have expressed themselves as

strongly as they have in relation to the

events that shall overtake the world. I

remember that some 30 years ago, there

was one of our brethren in an eastern

city, I heard a report about his wife be-

ing engaged in something of that sort.

I asked him if it were true. He said it

was. I don't know when I felt such a

loathing for a human being in my life as

I felt toward her. I would sooner have

touched a rattlesnake than touched her

hand. And I feel so today. We cannot de-

grade ourselves with these fiendish prac-

tices. All are not guilty; for as I have

frequently said there are thousands and

millions of honorable men and women

throughout the land. But these evils

which exist in this and other nations

are too terrible almost to be spoken of;

yet it is requisite they should be pre-

sented before you Latter-day Saints, that

you may remember the pit from whence

you were dug, and the rock from whence

you were hewn; that you may appreci-

ate in some measure the blessings you

enjoy, and your freedom from these in-

famies in this land of Zion. And I would

say to you Bishops—if you find adulter-

ers and adulteresses in the Church, cut

them off, they cannot be associated with

the Latter-day Saints.


