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Another thing: I was lately called

upon as a witness—perhaps you may

have seen some account of it in the

papers—and I want to make some ex-

planation in relation to the matters that

I then presented, because they are not

generally understood: I was required to

divulge certain things. I did not know

them to divulge. Perhaps some of you

have had people come to you with their

confidences. I have. But I don't want

to be confidant. Why? Because if they

made a confidant of me and I was called

before a tribunal, I could not, as an hon-

orable man, reveal their confidences, yet

it would be said I was a transgressor of

law; but no honorable man can reveal

confidences that are committed to him.

Therefore I tell them to keep their own

secrets, and remember what is called

the Mormon creed, "Mind your own busi-

ness," I don't want to know the secrets

of people, those that I cannot tell. And I

could not tell very much to that court; for

I have studiously avoided knowing any

more than I could possibly help about

such matters. I was asked questions

about our temple, which of course I could

not divulge. I was asked questions about

records which I could not tell them, be-

cause I did not know. I have studiously

avoided entering into a knowledge of

these matters. They did not build our

temples. We have never had any rev-

elations from God, through them! We

may have had from the devil (laughter),

but never have had revelations from God

through them. And I think there are

some things we have a right to guard sa-

credly in our own bosoms. We are told

"The secret of the Lord is with them that

fear him; and he will show them his

covenant." Now, if the Lord shall com-

mit a secret to me I don't think I should

tell it to anyone; I don't think I would,

not unless He told me. Then, I do not

want to know your secrets. I was asked

if certain ordinances could be performed

in different places. I told them, yes, un-

der certain circumstances. "Where," I

was asked—"Anywhere besides in tem-

ples?" Yes. Anywhere besides the En-

dowment House? Yes. "Where, in some

other house?" In another house or out

of doors, as the circumstances might be.

Why did I say that? Is not a temple the

proper place? Yes; but it is said in our

revelations pertaining to these matters:

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, that

when I give a commandment to any of

the sons of men to do a work unto my

name, and those sons of men go with all

their might and with all they have to

perform that work, and cease not their

diligence, and their enemies come upon

them and hinder them from performing

that work, behold, it behooveth me to re-

quire that work no more at the hands of

those sons of men, but to accept of their

offerings."

Thus under such circumstances we

perceive that our operations elsewhere

will be all correct; it makes no differ-

ence. It is the authority of the Priest-

hood, not the place, that validates and

sanctifies the ordinance. I was asked if

people could be sealed outside. Yes. I

could have told them I was sealed out-

side, and lots of others.

I want to show you a principle here,

you Latter-day Saints. When Jesus was

asked if He thought it was proper for

His disciples to pluck ears of corn on

the Sabbath day, He told them "The sab-

bath was made for man, and not man

for the sabbath." What else? I will say

that man was not made for temples,


