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cution and prosecution of American cit-

izens who have embraced an unpopular

faith, and they are the tools with which

the unclean, despicable and barbarous

work has to be done. I envy not their

calling. I have no desire to stand in their

shoes. Let my work be to do the will of

God, to build up truth, virtue, righteous-

ness, honor and peace upon the earth,

and they may, if they so prefer, continue

in the unfortunate work that their party

has assigned to them.

Before I close I will say that I have

not spoken on this subject with any feel-

ing of acrimony in my heart towards

the parties engaged in these proceed-

ings. Some of the gentlemen engaged

therein, in other respects, bear an excel-

lent reputation. I will further say that

we as Latter-day Saints have often heard

it reported and reiterated in our ears,

that the world was growing worse and

worse, deceiving and being deceived, and

that it would grow worse and worse. So

we need not be surprised to see the ful-

fillment of these things. Furthermore, I

wish specifically to state that while these

abominations exist and these acts of in-

justice, we leave it with the perpetra-

tors of these acts to pursue their own

vain course. But it is for us to guard

well against the innovations of the cor-

rupt and the designing; it is for us to

guard well our liberties; and then it is for

us to treat honorably, rightly, and prop-

erly all honorable men and women. Al-

though thousands are engaged in com-

mitting these crimes which are too

dreadful to reflect upon: yet at the same

time there are thousands and millions of

honorable men and women throughout

the nations, and many of them among

us. We don't class them with the cor-

rupt, the libidinous and the murderers;

although for our part we must be very

careful of our associations, and know the

character of those whom we receive into

our houses, or allow our children to asso-

ciate with.

God bless you and lead you in the

paths of life; and while others are trying

to exalt crime and murder into a fine art,

and extol these libidinous practices; and

while we have test oaths framed on pur-

pose to screen the adulterer and adulter-

ess; and while honorable men are pre-

vented or voluntarily abstain from vot-

ing, and harlots and whoremongers, and

men who betray their wives and asso-

ciate with other women are considered

honorable men and protected by the au-

thorities of this Territory, it is for us to

guard ourselves against everything that

is improper, and to be pure, especially

you who bear the vessels of the Lord.

God bless you, and lead you in the paths

of life, in the name of Jesus, Amen.


