
people: there shall not be male nor female 
barren among you, or among your cattle.

“And the Lord will take away from thee 
all sickness, and will put none of the evil 
diseases of Egypt, which thou knowest, 
upon thee; but will lay them upon all them 
that hate thee.”

These words that I have read in your 
hearing are found in the 7th chapter of 
Deuteronomy. In many respects these 
are most applicable to us as a people; for 
the same covenant which the Lord made 
with the children of Israel, and which are 
contained in part in this chapter, have 
been renewed unto us. We are their de-
scendants; God has revealed this, and it 
is manifest that we are the descendants 
of the house of Israel, by the opera-
tions of the Gospel among us. No doubt 
many of you have been led to wonder 
in your experience how it was that you 
should receive the Gospel, and that 
others who had equal opportunities with 
you, probably belonging to the same 
household, and numbered among your 
friends and acquaintances; that when 
you received the Gospel, they could see 
nothing desirable or attractive about it, 
while your hearts were kindled into a 
glow, and felt like fire within you when 
you heard the testimony of the servants 
of God concerning the Gospel that He 
had revealed. Nothing that I know of 
more plainly demonstrates the fact that 
this is the blood of Israel, that has been 
gathered out: that we are of the chosen 
seed, though we have been mixed, or 
our fathers have been mixed, among the 
Gentiles. God has saved to himself a seed 
among all nations; and when the Gospel 
came to the lands where this seed dwelt, 
there was, on their part, a natural affinity, 
a natural attraction to the principles of

righteousness, and they received them 
gladly, and were gathered out by the won-
derful power of God to this land, and are 
numbered now among His Saints. The 
covenants that our Father made with his 
ancient chosen people have been renewed 
in our day and unto us, and there is no 
promise that was made in ancient days 
unto the house of Israel, that has not been 
renewed unto the Latter-day Israel. Every 
blessing that God promised and that I have 
read in your hearing, besides many others 
that are contained in the Scriptures—all 
these have been fully renewed unto the 
Latter-day Saints, and they are accompa-
nied by blessings as we see them around us 
today, and as has been related by Brother 
Woodruff, in regard to our settlement of 
these valleys. God intended—and I wish 
that we all could realize it as it really is—
God intended when He preached unto the 
people the Gospel, and gathered them out 
from the various lands where they lived, 
to make of them a peculiar and a distinct 
people upon the face of the earth. Nothing 
is plainer than this to those who will open 
their eyes to see, and their hearts to under-
stand the providences of our God. As soon 
as the Latter-day Saints join the Church, 
they become a distinct people. All of you, 
those of you, at least, who embraced this 
Gospel before you gathered, know this. 
You know that no sooner were you bap-
tized into the Church, than you were 
distinguished from all those who sur-
rounded you. If you had brothers, if you 
had sisters, if you had parents, if you had 
friends, who did not receive the Gospel,  
did not enter into the Church, you be-
came distinct from them, they felt that 
you were different from them, and you 
felt that they were different from you. 
The love that your kindred had for
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