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you, previous to your espousal of the

Gospel, in many instances turned to ha-

tred. The friendships that had existed

between you before you embraced the

Gospel, turned into enmity, and they

with whom you were most closely asso-

ciated and towards whom you felt the

strongest ties of friendship, became your

open and avowed enemies. There are in-

stances even where your own parents,

your own brothers and your own sis-

ters rejected the claims of kindred, and

turned their backs upon you, and treated

you as though you were aliens to them,

and had no claim upon their affection,

and that they had no desire to min-

gle with you, or to be any longer con-

nected with you. This has been the case

in almost every instance where people

have joined this Church and their kin-

dred have not joined it. And that distinc-

tion has not been confined to the homes

where the Saints embraced the Gospel;

but it has continued here and until the

present day. A Latter-day Saint may be

descended from the oldest families that

have peopled this continent, his ances-

tors may have fought the battles that

freed this land from oppression; he may

be entitled to all the rights and privi-

leges that belong to a native of this coun-

try, and yet if he be a Mormon not a sin-

gle claim of that character is recognized.

He is looked upon as a stranger and an

alien. He is looked upon as a man not

having the rights of full citizenship that

others who are not of his faith are enti-

tled to and enjoy. When we travel among

the people as Latter-day Saints, we are

conscious ourselves that there is a dis-

tinction between us and them; they are

also conscious that there is this distinc-

tion, and that we are a different people.

You can no more cause these Latter-day

Saints, while they remain such, to min-

gle with the world and be one with them,

than you can cause oil and water to min-

gle. There is no affinity between the

two. You may shake oil and water to-

gether in a battle, and while you are

shaking it, you imagine that the water

and the oil have mingled; but the mo-

ment you let the bottle stand, the water

sinks to the bottom and the oil rises to

the top. The two elements do not comin-

gle, they are entirely distinct, and you

may shake them, and boil them, or do

anything of that character, and you can-

not cause them to become one fluid. So

it is with this people called the Latter-

day Saints and the world. There is a dif-

ference. God has created the difference.

God has called us out from the world for

the express purpose of making us His

people, and placing upon us His name,

that we may be known as His peculiar

people in the midst of the nations of the

earth.

Now, when I say this I do not say

that, because of this, we are the ene-

mies of mankind; I do not say this be-

cause I think there is no opportunity for

them and us to unite, that there is no

platform upon which we can stand and

become united; I do not say this; be-

cause there is a platform upon which

we can all stand and be a united peo-

ple; but until we do stand upon that

platform, this division and this distinc-

tion of which I speak will exist. We be-

long, because of our obedience, to the

Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, to what

is known as the Church of Christ, while

those who have not embraced this Gospel

and entered into covenant with God, be-

long to the other church—that is the

church which is called in the revelations

of God, the whore of all the earth, or

the mother of abominations. That is the


