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people, and commanded him not to take
a wife of the daughters of Caanan; but
to marry into his mother’s family. He
did so; he married his two cousins, Leah
and Rachel, the daughters of Laban, his
mother’s brother. And from these families
and from that blood sprang the promised
seed. It was the lineage through which the
Priesthood ran; it was the lineage that was
entitled to the blessings of the father, and
on this account they were very particular as
to whom they should marry. Isaac was the
promised seed, and his father and mother
were exceedingly desirous that he should
marry in the right direction, and if you will
notice that this is the same sentiment that
God inspired His servant Moses to speak
unto the children of Israel. They were com-
manded to marry among themselves, and
not to marry among the outside nations
that had not the faith that the children of
Israel had. Because, as it is said here:

“Thy daughter thou shalt not give unto
his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take
unto thy son.

“For they will turn away thy son from
following me, that they may serve other
gods.”

And this was the case with Esau. He
was not a man of faith, he was not a man
unto whose seed the promises were given as
they were to Jacob; because he married the
daughters of the land in which they lived,
that is the daughters of the Hittites, one of
the Canaanite nations, a race not entitled to
the blessings and promises which God had
given unto those of the family of Abraham,
and the families connected with him.

And in every instance that is on
record in the Bible where the children
of Israel disobeyed this command
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of God, judgment and calamity always
followed. It was so in the case of Samson.
You remember Samson, a mighty man in
some respects, a man whom God raised
up to redeem His people, but he married
strange women. He married a woman of
the Philistines, and the result was that it
brought about his destruction. And we
need only refer to the great king who sat
upon the throne during the golden days of
Israel, a man who was considered the wis-
est man that ever lived—King Solomon.
His heart, we are told in the Scriptures,
was turned aside from the Lord our God,
because he took to himself strange wives,
women of the nations with whom God
had commanded Israel not to marry, and
because of this he was led as he grew in
years into idolatry. He built in the groves
where the strange nations performed their
idolatrous rites, places of worship, and to
gratify these wives he went and worshipped
with them; and God in His anger, be-
cause of this, said that the nation should
be rent asunder; and in fulfillment of this
word the greater portion of the kingdom
was taken from the house of David, and
given to another. Ten tribes rebelled, and
there was left to Rehoboam, the son of
Solomon, only the tribe of Judah for his
inheritance, this kindness to the dynasty
in leaving to it the tribe of Judah as an
inheritance, was not because of favors to
Solomon, but because his father had served
God all his days with a perfect heart, ex-
cept in the case of Uriah the Hittite. God
raised up enemies to Solomon, and at his
death as I have said, rent the ten tribes
from his son Rehoboam, and gave them to
Jeroboam. This was in consequence of the
violation of this command of God respect-
ing the intermarriage of His people with
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