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strange women. In every instance on

record in the Bible, it will be found

that the violation of this law resulted

in destruction, not only to those who

made these marriages, but to their pos-

terity after them. The history of the

kings of Israel and Judah illustrates

this. The kings who married strange

women, women of those nations that

God had forbidden Israel to marry, were

never prospered; misfortune to them-

selves and the nation always followed

these alliances. One of the most wicked

kings that ever sat upon the throne of

Israel married a woman of this descrip-

tion. Her name was Jezebel. She was

a king's daughter too, a woman of no-

ble birth, but one of the most wicked

women that ever lived. To gratify her

desire she incited her husband to mur-

der, and to almost every other crime that

could be committed. She was an idola-

trous woman and she brought number-

less miseries and condemnation from the

Lord upon not only her husband's house,

but upon the whole house of Israel be-

cause of her wickedness.

In looking around and traveling

among our people, I have been deeply

impressed with the consequences that

follow these improper marriages among

us. My attention has been called many,

many times to circumstances of this

character that have taken place among

us. Not infrequently there is some case

that comes up to us for counsel where

women have made alliances of this char-

acter; and women among us have been

more apt to do it than men. There

have been a few instances of men marry-

ing strange women, losing the faith and

becoming alienated from the Church of

God, but it has not been of such frequent

occurrence among us with men as it has

been with women. The alliances which

our daughters, our sisters or our female

relatives have formed of this character

have been attended with the worst re-

sults, and it is a matter that should re-

ceive attention from us as a people; our

minds should be directed to this. It

should be the aim of every father in Is-

rael to have his daughters married to

those who are of the right lineage, who

have a claim upon the blessings of God,

through their descent, added to their

own faithfulness in keeping the com-

mandments of God. I deem it of great

importance to us as a people, that we

should look to this. When I hear of

girls in our Church marrying those who

are not of us, who have not our faith,

I have said to myself—and my experi-

ence in watching these matches has war-

ranted me in the thought—that such a

proceeding was sure to be attended with

trouble to those who entered upon it.

The offspring of such marriages do not

bring satisfaction or happiness to the

hearts of their relatives who are faith-

ful to the truth, and in many instances

they bring trouble and sorrow to their

hearts. The mother's head is bowed with

sorrow, if she retains her faith in the

Gospel of Jesus Christ, because of the

acts of her children. There are some

men who have so much Gentile blood in

them, that their offspring partake of it,

and of the unbelief of the father, and in

such cases it is impossible for a mother

who has such a husband and children,

with all her faith, with all her zeal,

with all the pains that she takes, to in-

still into the minds of her children faith

in the God of Israel, and faith in the

covenant that He has restored. They

seem to belong to another flock. It seems

as though they have no susceptibility

for the truth. There is no good soil in

their hearts to receive the seeds of truth,


