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the Gospel of the Son of God. It is just like
this: my family, who live on the banks of
the Jordan River, have occasionally secured
some wild duck eggs, and put them un-
der some tame ducks, and hatched them.
But the wild duck as soon as he grew large
enough to fly, generally took his flight and
left the home nest. It was not natural to
be tame. And so it is frequently with mar-
riages. A girl of our faith may marry a
Gentile, and he may be a pretty good man
as far as his conduct is concerned, he may
be a good citizen, a truthful man, but there
will be a lack of susceptibility to the truth
about his offspring. There will be a lack
of faith there. Some of the children may
have a little faith in the truth, but many
of them, probably, will have no faith what-
ever, and will give the mother uneasiness
and trouble and sorrow, and she will have
no satisfaction whatever in her children. I
have in my mind today, an instance where
a man joined the Church, in the very
early days of the Church, one of the old-
est families in the Church, but he had not
much faith. He married one of the most
faithful women I have ever known in my
experience in the Church. She has raised a
large family, and by dint of faith and per-
severance, finally succeeded in bringing the
family to the valley. But the husband was
always in the background. It required all
her faith, and all her exertions to keep him
from breaking out against the Church, and
from losing even a nominal membership in
it. She has had a large family of children.
One of her sons, whom she has brought
up with all the care possible, teaching him
constantly the principles of the Gospel,
and endeavoring to foster faith in his heart,
is today an avowed enemy of the work of
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God, of the Church of which the mother
is a faithful member. Several of the chil-
dren seem to partake of that unbelief, that
inclination to apostatize, which they seem
to have inherited from their father. But it
illustrates that which I have endeavored
to impress upon your minds, that when
women make alliances of this kind, they
are not sure, in the least degree, as to the
character of their posterity. They may have
faithful children, but as likely as not, like
the wild ducks I spoke of, they will go back
to their old element, and to their old asso-
ciations, and it seems impossible to prevent
them from doing so.

I have no doubt all of you have had
some experience of a similar character here
in your midst. Have you ever seen a mar-
riage on the part of a faithful member of
this Church, either man or woman, with
one that is not faithful, that has resulted
happily for all concerned? Can you not
call to mind instance after instance where
it has been attended with the worst re-
sults? Where the woman after awhile,
tired of living in that condition, has been
compelled, if she did not wish to lose all
hope of salvation here and hereafter, to
break the tie and to sever herself from the
man with whom she had lived in early
life, into whose hands she had commit-
ted herself as a maiden, and by whom
she had raised children—compelled to
sever herself from him, if she expected
to obtain eternal life in the Kingdom of
God. I know many, many such instan-
ces as these, and I think that as a people
we should be exceedingly careful about
these matters. I would rather my daugh-
ters—speaking about them—I would
rather they would be the fiftieth wife to
a good, faithful man, who had kept the

commandments of God, and unto whom
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