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blessing of the Lord was there, that it

was delightful and lovely to be in their

midst? Who has gone into the little as-

sociations of the Primaries, now held so

regularly, among us, and heard them an-

swer their questions, from perhaps the

youngest that were able to speak dis-

tinctly and articulate so as to be heard—

heard them answer the questions put

by their teachers concerning the kind

of knowledge they are expected to ob-

tain and are obtaining—who among us

have attended these associations and lis-

tened to those little ones, without feel-

ing the fragrance of heaven shed abroad

upon their souls and being sensible that

there is to be found in them a beauty

of innocence, of sweetness and purity

that we cannot expect in the hearts of a

concourse of grown people? Jesus said

of them: "Suffer the little children to

come unto me, and forbid them not: for

of such is the kingdom of heaven." He

might also have said, "their angels, their

spirits had always dwelt in the pres-

ence of God, or before the face of my

Father which is in heaven." Learn this,

mothers, when you sorrowfully lay away

your little ones—learn this: their spirits

do always dwell before the face of their

Father who is in heaven, and let your

hearts be comforted, no sin has contam-

inated their souls, no spot of contamina-

tion has tarnished their young and ten-

der consciences. There is purity, the pu-

rity of the pure here on earth. What

has the Lord said, "That little children

are redeemed from the foundation of

the world through mine Only Begotten;

Wherefore, they cannot sin, for power

is not given unto Satan to tempt little

children, until they begin to become ac-

countable before me; For it is given unto

them even as I will, according to mine

own pleasure, that great things may be

required at the hand of their fathers."

When He was here upon this con-

tinent, our risen Redeemer taught the

Nephites, and blessed their children in

multitudes.

So powerfully was the Holy Ghost

poured out upon them that they spake

with tongues. Infants that had no learn-

ing at all, declared forth His praise in

such glorious, exalted terms, that the

brethren present could not write them.

Such was the blessing and favor of

heaven, through our Lord and Savior Je-

sus Christ, shed abroad upon the inno-

cent portion of humanity that was per-

mitted to stand in His presence.

Then, seeing that the heavens are

so pleased with them, ought not we to

understand and entertain a higher es-

timate of their value, of their heavenly

worth, and of their eternal importance,

especially when we consider that from

these small children that mothers are

nursing upon their laps will by and by

have grown up Prophets, Seers and Rev-

elators, Judges in Israel, men of God

standing forth upon the earth declaring

His counsels, building up His Kingdom

in all righteousness, and in the power of

God. Remember then, that as the twig is

bent the tree will be inclined.

Let me call your attention to a par-

ticular feature in the matter of chil-

dren and their early condition. In the

revelation which I have read to you,

the Lord says: "Power is not given

unto Satan to tempt little children, un-

til they begin to become accountable be-

fore me." Did you notice this when I

read it? Let me ask how many of those

present have taken this great truth

into serious consideration, to consciously

sense this great heavenly indemnity of

a few years' growth to each of our


