
a few years, at any rate, free from the  power 
of Satan. It seems to me that if we contem-
plate this matter in the light of revelation, 
we ought to see its importance. The Lord 
has given to us the privilege of being united 
in the holy marriage covenant for time and 
eternity. We look forward to inheriting the 
blessings of the kingdom of God with our 
children, and that to their increase there 
shall be no end. This was the Gospel that 
was preached to Father Abraham—that he 
and his children and his generation should 
become as the stars in the heavens for mul-
titude, and like the sands on the seashore 
that cannot be counted. We look for bless-
ing, dominion, exaltation and glory in the 
eternal worlds, through similar means.

Now, then, my brethren and sisters, I 
wish to ask a question at this stage of my 
discourse. Realizing something of the value 
which the heavens set upon the children; 
remembering that the Prophet Joseph 
Smith himself taught and left on record in 
his history that little children who depart 
this life before they come to the years of 
accountability go back to the presence of 
God; that many children were of so excel-
lent a spirit that God, in His grace and 
mercy, took them away from the adverse 
conditions of this life, that they might not 
be required to suffer as many others had 
to; this being their position before the 
heavens, what are we to think of parents, 
who, having these principles before them, 
turn their children over to our avowed 
enemies to be educated, knowing that 
their policy is to break down “Mormon-
ism,” especially the authority of the  
Priesthood to counsel, direct and govern 
the people. I say, what are we to think of 
such parents? How can those people do

such things and be justified in the sight of 
God? It seems to me they must be consum-
mately ignorant or consummately wicked 
to do such a thing. I should think it right 
that such be refused certain privileges of 
the Gospel, until they had a better idea in 
regard to these things. I do not see how 
they can themselves feel that they have a 
right to open up to further intelligence, or 
to have further blessings bestowed upon 
them. If people are so insensible to and so 
ungrateful for blessings already conferred, 
how can they expect more? Oh, that such 
people would turn round and understand 
the foolishness and sinfulness of their 
course, for if they do not repent, their ac-
tion will bring sorrow and affliction, until 
their gray hairs will come with sorrow to 
their graves.

It appears in contemplating this sub-
ject—more especially since the great work 
of the Sunday schools has been going on 
in our midst, since the vast labor of the 
mutual improvement associations has been 
inaugurated among our young men and 
young women—that there is a stupendous 
work before us, that our children, while 
they are on our laps, and while prattling in 
and about our homes, developing the first 
germinations of intelligence—that then is 
the time to instill the first ideas of faith to-
wards God and His work, into their young 
and tender minds. The wicked world are 
endeavoring to wean away our children by 
their arts, their publications, and by the 
blandishments of falsely so-called “supe-
rior civilization.” They would like to draw  
away the young and rising generation  
of Israel. They have learned that we,  
their parents, have the principles of the 
Gospel established in us, and that we are
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