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measuring other people and other com-

munities, but not for us, and in conse-

quence of this we are frequently mis-

judged, and men and women come to in-

correct conclusions respecting us. Fault

is constantly found with us by our ene-

mies because of these peculiarities which

they do understand, or which if they do

not understand, they pay no attention to.

For instance, it is frequently said to us

that we are a disloyal people, that we

are not friends to the government, that

we respect a power and an authority in

our midst which we consider paramount

to the authority of the government; and

because of the circulation of this accu-

sation and its widespread belief, we are

refused rights to which we are fully en-

titled, which belong to us, which should

not be withheld from or denied to us. It

is very remarkable when we think about

our numbers, how few we are, compar-

atively speaking—it is very remarkable

that there should be such jealousy enter-

tained about us as there is. Pharaoh and

the Egyptians were never more afraid

apparently of the great power of the chil-

dren of Israel in their midst than our fel-

lowcitizens, and many of them too that

are in high places, appear to be afraid of

us. They seem to look upon us as aliens,

as an alien power, and treat us accord-

ingly, when there is not the least justifi-

cation for doing so.

Now, you remember, doubtless,

Pharaoh's treatment of the Israelites.

He saw that they were increasing, and

he became alarmed. "Why," said he, "If

we were going to have a war, these Is-

raelites are becoming so numerous they

may join our enemies and take away

our kingdom from us. We must stop

their increase." And he counseled with

his people as to the best method to stop

this increase. He issued a decree that

all male children that were born of the

Israelites should be destroyed and cast

into the river Nile, but that the female

children should be spared. In this way he

hoped to check the increase of the chil-

dren of Israel in Egypt. There is nothing

in history that has come down to us to

furnish grounds or justification for this

cruel action on the part of this king. But

this action was well adapted to force the

children of Israel into the feeling that

the government under which they lived

was a harsh, a cruel and an unfriendly

government, and to create antipathy in

their breasts against it. In this way this

tyrant—as all tyrants have ever done—

in trying to accomplish the object he had

in view, took the very means to bring

upon himself and his nation the evils

that he dreaded; because if he had de-

sired to make the Israelites join the ene-

mies of the nation and be traitors in the

midst of the kingdom he could not have

taken a more effective method than that

which he did take.

And so it is with us. If we had

not had a profound attachment to the

Constitution of the United States and

to the institutions of this government,

the course that is taken against us by

those who have represented the govern-

ment has been and is of a character to

have driven us into open and avowed en-

mity to the government years and years

ago. Without that deep-rooted attach-

ment we should have lost all our re-

spect for a government under which we

have suffered such cruel wrongs. There

could be no better evidence of the kind

feeling and the loyalty of the Latter-day

Saints to the government of the United

States, than the fact that in our breasts

and throughout these mountains, there

prevails an unquenchable love and


