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time we have been an organized Territo-

rial government, longer than any other

community on the continent except New

Mexico, which was organized at the same

time. Other Territories have sprung up

and had speedy recognition as States,

and are now numbered as members of

the Union years after we settled this

country. There is no good reason why

we should not have had this same right

granted unto us; no good reason what-

ever. We have shown our capability for

good government, for maintaining good

government. Our Territory today is an

example for maintaining to all the Ter-

ritories and to many States, so far as

good government is concerned, and free-

dom from debt, and everything in fact

that makes life enjoyable and easy for

the citizen. We are lightly taxed, and

we have maintained ourselves without

aid from the general government or from

any other community; while other com-

munities that have had nothing like the

difficulties to contend with that we have

had, have been beggars either at the

door of the National Congress, or of their

neighboring States and their fellowciti-

zens. When other places were visited by

grasshoppers, the whole land resounded

with appeals for aid; but though we for

five years in succession, in some of our

settlements, had crops destroyed by the

same cause, yet no wail went up from

Utah, asking the nation for help. We

have been so independent, and so dis-

posed to sustain ourselves, and to fight

our own battles with the difficulties that

environed us, that we have managed to

get along without having recourse to this

method of obtaining assistance, and in

this respect our course has been unex-

ampled.

Now, as I say, there is no good

reason why we should not have been

admitted as a State in the Union, ex-

cept for the reason, and that has no foun-

dation in truth, that we are not to be

trusted, that we are in such a condi-

tion that if we were to get a State gov-

ernment there would be danger result-

ing from that grant of power unto us.

Of course all of you, my brethren and

sisters, know how untrue this is, how

utterly without foundation such accusa-

tions are, but, nevertheless, they are lis-

tened to and believed.

Efforts have been made among us to

change this condition of affairs. There

have been, and still are, perhaps, some

who call themselves Latter-day Saints,

who are almost ready to lend themselves

to any scheme that has for its object

the obtaining of a State organization for

Utah. Such persons look upon this as

so great a blessing and so great a boon,

that they are almost willing to forego

their religious belief and to pander to

those who have got power, and to make

some sort of a concession to them, in or-

der to achieve this, what they consider,

very desirable end. There has been some

agitation in years past respecting plu-

ral marriage, and some people, calling

themselves Latter-day Saints, have been

almost ready to go into the open mar-

ket, and bid for a State government, at

the price of conceding this principle of

our religion, for the privilege of becom-

ing a State of the Union. Those who

are ready to do this are ready also to

cast off obedience to the Priesthood of

the Son of God, and to say, "We do not

believe that men who hold an office in

the Church should have any voice in the

affairs of the State." They are ready to

sell out their belief as Latter-day Saints,

and their veneration and reverence for

that power which God has restored, for

the sake of obtaining a little recog-


