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if I do so, I am listening to the Priest-

hood; but I will go to somebody who does

not know anything; I will go to some"—I

was going to say ass—(laughter)—for if

ever men have proved themselves to be

fools, it has been some of our governmen-

tal officials—"I will go to some man of

this kind and ask his counsel, and have

him to tell me what to do, because I am

anxious to show that I am loyal to the

government of the United States."

Now, would you not call any man who

would do this an idiot, when he could

have got good counsel from his friends;

when he would turn his back on his

friends, and go to somebody for counsel

who did not know anything, not as much

as he, the person, did himself about the

question he submitted to him? I would

say, and you would say, that people who

would do such a thing were little less

than idiots.

Well, now, what crime are we guilty

of? If we have men among us who have

more experience than they, and who

have proved themselves capable of guid-

ing the people, what crime are we guilty

of in giving heed to their counsel and

seeking it? Because they hold the Priest-

hood are their mouths to be stopped

up so that they cannot speak; are they

to be deprived of the rights of citizen-

ship, and all the rights that men have

that are born free, because they hold the

Priesthood? Is that a good reason? A

more senseless reason never was given.

If these government officials and these

men that represent the government are

so much better and so much more capa-

ble of guiding the people, and have so

much greater right to be listened to and

obeyed, let them show it by their works.

When they have proved it, I suppose

there will be no lack of disposition on the

part of the people to go to them, and to

listen to them, and to expect from them

all the necessary teachings and counsels.

There will be no lack of disposition on the

part of sensible men and women such as

we profess to be; but until they do this,

until they show this capability and this

power, they had better hold their tongues

and say nothing about others leading the

people. The fact is this, and it is appar-

ent to all of us, that there are certain

men who can destroy much easier than

they can build up. It required a great

deal of skill to build the Temple at Eph-

esus: it required the highest skill in ar-

chitecture: but a fool destroyed it with

a little blaze. It takes men to build up,

but children can burn down and destroy.

It takes men to build a commonwealth,

and lay the foundation of that which we

see around us; it takes labor and years

of experience and wisdom to accomplish

such results; but any poor creature that

is half-witted can destroy all these labors

in a very short time, and those that have

come among us in too many instances

representing the government have been

men of this caliber; they would like to

destroy, tear down, and reduce to chaos.

That would suit them far better than it

would to build up.

My brethren and sisters, I would like

to have us as a people look at these mat-

ters, if we can, from a sensible point,

from the standpoint of common sense

and reason, and not allow ourselves to

be diverted from the course that we

have adopted by the outcry that is made

against us and by the howls that are

raised about us. It would be exceedingly

foolish for us to do so.

God has given unto us, as we be-

lieve and as we testify, His Gospel;


