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would sanction such a thing in his family,

or that would live with a woman guilty of

such acts, shares in the crime of murder.

I would no more perform the ordinance

of laying on of hands on a woman who

is guilty of that crime, if I knew it, than

I would put my hands on the head of a

rattlesnake. We must set our faces like

flint against such acts. These dreadful

practices are coming up like a tidal wave

and washing against our walls; for there

are women among us who secretly—so I

am told, I know nothing about this per-

sonally, but I am told there are women

among us who are instilling this murder-

ous and accursed idea into the breasts of

women and girls in our midst. Now just

as sure as it is done, and people yield

to it, so sure will they be damned, they

will be damned with the deepest damna-

tion; because it will be the damnation of

shedding innocent blood, for which there

is no forgiveness; and I would no more,

as I say, administer to such women, bap-

tize them, or perform any ordinance of

the Gospel for them, than I would for a

reptile. They are outside the pale of sal-

vation. They are in a position that noth-

ing can be done for them. They cut them-

selves off by such acts from all hopes of

salvation.

As a people we should encourage

marriage. I am always delighted when

I hear President Taylor speak as he did

this morning on the principle of broth-

ers taking their brothers' widows to wife.

There are many young women among us

pining away, that should be mothers in

Israel, that should be raising posterity,

because the brothers are so indifferent to

the rights that belong to the institution

of marriage as to let these young women

stay in this condition. And there is one

thing that I am impressed with, and that

is, there will be considerable condemna-

tion rest down upon the Elders of this

Church for their neglect in these mat-

ters. Women are led astray and fall into

the hands of wicked men because of rel-

atives to the dead neglecting to do that

which is their duty; acting as though

the Lord cannot reward a man for keep-

ing His law. "Oh," says a man, and as

President Taylor has remarked, "I want

to raise up a family for myself." He for-

gets God can bless him and his seed af-

ter him. Look at the case of Boaz and

Ruth. He took Ruth, who was the wife

of his kinsman. She had no children,

but he took her when another kinsman

who had a prior right to her, rejected her.

From that alliance sprang the noblest

men that were in Israel—Obed, Jesse,

David, Solomon, and through Boaz and

Ruth came the Son of God. And that was

a proxy case, as it is called. Ruth was

the wife of Boaz's kinsman who had died.

Boaz took her to wife, and raised up an

honorable posterity. And it is a wicked

thing among us to allow such cases to

go uncared for. A young woman is left

a widow, sometimes without a son to rep-

resent her deceased husband; she should

be cared for, and not left to fall into bad

hands, as frequently is the case among

us for the want of care on the part of

those whose duty it is to attend to such

matters.

My brethren and sisters, God is

watching over us, and He holds us to

a strict accountability for the things He

has revealed to us. He has revealed to us

eternal principles. Let us be faithful to

that Priesthood which He has gives unto

us; let us honor it, and not be intimi-

dated by the outcry that is raised against

us that we are doing wrong because


