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existence, the being from whom we have

sprung. We being the seed of God, that

Being is a personality, an individual, a

being in some respects like us, or rather

we are made in His image.

"Man also is spirit," we are told in

the revelations of God to the Latter-day

Saints. Man, the real man, is a spirit, an

individual that dwells in a body, a spir-

itual person clothed upon with earth; a

being who will live when the earth goes

back to mother dust. Man's spirit, then,

is an individual, a personality, and the

spirit is in the likeness and shape of the

body which it inhabits. When the spirit

goes out of the body there is a person, a

perfectly formed individual, looking like

the body which we now see with our nat-

ural eyes. Spirits living in the flesh, un-

less operated upon abnormally by some

spiritual influence, cannot see spiritual

beings. A spirit can see spirit. Spirit

ministers to spirit; and when the spirit

goes out of the body that spirit can see

other spirits, beings of the same charac-

ter and nature, and we shall find when

we have emerged from this body, that we

will be in the company of a great many

persons like ourselves; and if we should

have the experience that the Prophet

Joseph had when the mob took him and

tore his flesh with their nails, and tried

to poison him with a vial of some corro-

sive substance, if our spirits should be

separated from our bodies as his was, we,

like him, could look at our bodies and see

that they are in form like our living spir-

itual realities.

"The body without the spirit is

dead." The spirit without the body is

not dead; that is a real personal-

ity, a living individual, and the body

of flesh is but a house to dwell in

or a covering for it to wear; not

essential to its existence, but essential

to its progress, essential to its experi-

ence on the earth and ultimately in its

glorified condition, essential to its eter-

nal happiness, and progress and power

in the presence of the Father.

While our Father, then, is a person,

an individual, it may be asked: "How can

He be here, there and everywhere at the

same time?" Well, He is not, in His per-

sonality; but He can be omnipresent in a

certain sense. There is a spirit, an influ-

ence, that proceeds from God, that fills

the immensity of space, the Holy Spirit,

the Light of Truth. As the sun itself, a

planet or heavenly body, is not present in

any other place except that which it ac-

tually occupies, so the individual Father

occupies a certain locality; and as the

light that proceeds from the sun spreads

abroad upon all the face of the earth

and lights up other planets as well as

this earth, penetrating to the circumfer-

ence of an extended circle in the midst of

God's great universe, so the light of God,

the Spirit of God, proceeding forth from

the presence of God, fills the immensity

of space. It is the light and the life of

all things. It is the light and the life of

man. It is the life of the animal creation.

It is the life of the vegetable creation. It

is in the earth on which we stand; it is

in the stars that shine in the firmament;

it is in the moon that reflects the light

of the sun: it is in the sun, and is the

light of the sun, and the power by which

it was made; and these grosser particles

of light that illuminate the heavens and

enable us to behold the works of nature,

are from that same Spirit which enlight-

ens our minds and unfolds the things of

God. As that light comes forth from the

sun, so the light of God comes to us. That


