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natural light is the grosser substance or

particles of the same Spirit.

Spirit is a substance, it is not imma-

terial; it may have some properties that

are different from that which we see and

handle, which we call matter, but it is a

reality, a substantial reality. And spirit

can understand spirit and grasp spirit. A

spiritual person can take the hand of an-

other spiritual person and it is substan-

tial. A person in body could not grasp a

spirit, for that spirit has different prop-

erties to those of our bodies, and it is gov-

erned by different laws to those that gov-

ern us in this sphere of mortality. A spir-

itual substance, organized into form, oc-

cupies room and space just as much in its

sphere as these natural particles occupy

in this sphere.

God our Father, then, is a person,

an individual, and He really is our Fa-

ther, actually and literally. We sprang

from Him. He is the Father of our spir-

its, and not only the Father of the spir-

its of the Latter-day Saints, but the Fa-

ther of the spirits of latter-day sinners.

He is the God and the Father of the

spirits of all flesh. Not only those that

now dwell on the earth, but all people

who dwelt aforetime; all people who ever

lived upon the face of this planet, are

the children of God. And so with peo-

ple who dwell upon other planets, they

are the offspring of God. And our Father

and our God is an individual, a personal-

ity; He is a spirit, and they that worship

Him must worship Him in spirit and in

truth; but He dwells in a tabernacle, in a

body, though that body is different from

our bodies, it being a spiritual body. It

is quickened by spirit. Our bodies are

quickened by that corruptible substance

which we call blood; but our Heavenly

Father's body is quickened by spirit.

It is not governed by the same laws as

those by which earthly bodies are gov-

erned. It is a body something similar

to that which Jesus had after His res-

urrection. Jesus Christ, when He rose

from the dead, had the same body that

He had upon the earth, but a change had

been wrought upon it. He had shed His

blood for the remission of sins. This body

was quickened by spirit. "He was put to

death in the flesh, but quickened by the

Spirit;" so we are told in the Scriptures,

and He was raised up from the dead by

that Spirit. Paul says, in his Epistle to

the Romans, viii ch. 11 v.:

"But if the Spirit of Him that raised

up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He

that raised up Christ from the dead shall

also quicken your mortal bodies by His

Spirit that dwelleth in you."

Jesus Christ's body was put in the

sepulchre a natural body; it was raised

a spiritual body. It was placed there

in weakness; it was raised in strength.

It was a mortal body when placed in

the sepulchre; but when it came forth

quickened by spirit, it was no longer a

natural or mortal body, it was a spir-

itual and an immortal body; and with

that immortal body He ascended from

the earth. It was no longer bound by

the laws of earthly gravitation, as it

was before. He stood upon the mount

of Olives, in the presence of His disci-

ples, and ascended up to heaven from

their midst and disappeared from their

view. He couldmanifest Himself to them,

and then take Himself away from their

gaze. He could enter the room when the

doors were shut, as He did in the case

when His disciples gathered in secret

for fear of the Jews, and manifest Him-

self to them. And yet at the same time


