
Who can boast or has anything to say in 
relation to these things? No man living, no 
man that has lived. If Joseph Smith knew 
anything about these things, it was because 
God revealed it, and He has revealed many 
great and precious principles in which the 
children of men are interested pertaining 
to this world and to the next, pertaining to 
the living and the dead, pertaining to time 
and eternity, and pertaining to all things 
associated with the happiness and exalta-
tion of man. All these things emanated 
from God. And if Brigham Young knew 
anything he received his intelligence from 
God and from the Prophet of God; and if 
any of us know anything we have received 
it from the same source. We are told that 
He is in all things, through all things, and 
about all things, and by Him all things 
exist. He is the light of the sun and the 
power thereof, by which it was made; the 
light of the moon and the power thereof, 
by which it was made; and the light of the 
stars and the power thereof, by which they 
were made; and it is the same light that 
enlighteneth the understanding of man. 
This may seem strange doctrine to some. 
We have been taught to believe that there 
was a difference between mental and visual 
light; nevertheless the above statement is 
philosophically true.

In regard to the earth, is it the Lord’s? 
Yes. We are told that he made it, that he 
created all things, visible and invisible, 
whether pertaining to the earth or to the 
heavens. And where did man originate? As 
we read it, he originated also from God. 
Who formed man according to the Bible 
record? The Lord. Whence came our  
spirits? We are told that God is the God 
and Father of the spirits of all flesh.

Then He of course is interested in the 
welfare of all flesh and all people of all 
languages, of all tongues, of every color, 
and of every clime. That is the way that 
I understand these things. Our spirits are 
eternal and emanate from God. So we, as 
a people, have always understood and do 
understand today. We possess our bodies 
also, and they also emanated from God. 
The Bible tells us something in relation to 
these matters in tracing out genealogies. 
Who was Seth? He was the son of Adam. 
Who was Adam? The son of God. In an-
other place we are told that “all we are His 
offspring”—that is, according to that, we 
are all the offspring of God.

Now, this earth was formed for a cer-
tain purpose, and man was also formed for 
a certain purpose. And there are certain 
principles laid down—you will find them 
in the Bible, in the Book of Mormon, in 
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, and 
in the various revelations that God has 
made through his servants—there are cer-
tain principles laid down indicating that 
there are different grades of men possess-
ing varied powers and privileges, and that 
these men have to pass through a certain 
ordeal—called by many a probation—
that is, that we are here in a probationary 
state, in a state of trial; and that as men 
live and act according to the intelligence 
they are in possession of—the privileges 
which they enjoy, and the deeds that 
they perform, whether for good or evil, 
there will be a time of judgment, and that 
there will be a separation, of these various 
peoples according to the way in which  
they have lived and acted upon the earth. 
Hence Paul tells that there are bodies ce-
lestial and bodies terrestrial, that there  
is one glory of the sun, another of the
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