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ness, free from strife, free from litigation,

free from war, free from everything that

disturbs and annoys, in every settlement

from north to south, from east to west,

wherever they have formed themselves

into a community; living in the posses-

sion of unexampled peace. Take the

settlements of this people in Colorado;

visit those in Arizona and New Mexico;

go north and travel through Utah and

visit Idaho—go where you will, wherever

they have settled, you will find a com-

munity dwelling in peace and in quiet-

ness, loving one another, obeying the

law of God, striving to keep His com-

mandments, seeking to overcome evil,

endeavoring to live themselves in ac-

cordance with His requirements, and to

teach their children to do likewise. These

are the characteristics of the settlements

of the Latter-day Saints throughout all

these mountains. So far as we are con-

cerned ourselves, we have scarcely any

need of lawyers. They are very neces-

sary as conveyancers, they are very nec-

essary in drawing up papers, in mak-

ing wills, in making deeds, in forming

contracts, in doing business of this char-

acter; but so far as the practice of the

law in litigation is concerned, there is no

need for their services in any of the set-

tlements of the Latter-day Saints. The

law of God to us when obeyed is suffi-

cient to lift us above these petty strifes

and difficulties. We should live, if we do

not, in a purer and higher atmosphere,

in a region elevated far above that which

is occupied by people of this charac-

ter. If you travel through the settle-

ments where the Latter-day Saints have

control you will not find drunkenness

prevalent, in fact, if they be true Latter-

day Saints, there will be no drunken-

ness. You will not hear the name of God

blasphemed where Latter-day Saints

live; you will not hear quarrelling; you

will not hear of adulteries and seduc-

tions; you will not witness Sabbath

breaking; but you will see the people liv-

ing in the observance of the laws of God,

a moral, pure, peaceable, orderly people.

These are the characteristics of the com-

munities of the Latter-day Saints where

they live according to the requirements

of their holy religion. And though we

are far from being perfect in these re-

spects, though there are many things to

complain of and to find fault with among

us, nevertheless these characteristics do

prevail to an extent that cannot be found

in other communities of the same size

and in the same circumstances. And yet

these words that I have read in your

hearing are this day fulfilled. "They

shall deliver you up to be afflicted," said

Jesus, "and shall kill you" (this has been

and is our fate) "and ye shall be hated

of all nations for my name's sake." Most

singularly has this prediction been and

is being fulfilled in regard to us. There is

not another community on the face of the

earth today who are hated by all nations

for the sake of Jesus as are the Latter-

day Saints. Go where you will through-

out our own nation; go where you will

throughout Christendom; travel among

all people and ask them concerning the

Latter-day Saints, and they will tell you

that they hate them, that they are a

people to be hated, that they are a peo-

ple that should be destroyed, that they

should not be tolerated, and that mea-

sures should be taken for their entire ex-

tirpation from the earth. One of the most

remarkable features connected with this

work is this hatred that exists in the

minds of men and women concerning it.

I look upon it as one of the greatest and

most striking evidences of the truth of


