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and to come out of them victoriously; for

as you are often told, whatever may be

the fate of individuals connected with

this work, it is decreed in the heavens

by our Eternal Father, that this work,

the foundation of which He has laid, will

never be taken from the earth again, it

will never be overthrown. There is no

power that can overthrow this work of

our God. Men may be sent to prison, as

Brother Rudger Clawson has, as Brother

Joseph H. Evans has, as others in Ari-

zona have, for their religion, for prac-

ticing that which they believe to be of

God—men may be sent to prison by

hundreds, men may be slain, as our

brethren were in Tennessee lately, and

as Joseph Standing was in Georgia, and

as brethren were in years gone past in

Missouri, as our Prophet and Patriarch

were in Illinois, as our revered President

was shot to pieces at the same time—

men's blood may be shed, the blood of

the Saints may stain the ground, the soil

may be drenched with it, but though this

may be the case, yet as sure as God lives

so sure will this work that He has estab-

lished, roll forth and prevail. The prin-

ciples of truth connected with it are un-

alterable and eternal. They cannot be

changed, they cannot be destroyed. You

might as well try to destroy the throne of

the Great Eternal Himself, as to destroy

this work, for it is eternal. The truths

of this Gospel are imperishable. They

cannot be changed; they cannot be oblit-

erated nor overthrown. And God has

said this concerning this work—that it

will stand forever. It will overcome ev-

ery obstacle. It will grow, it will increase.

Everything done against it will only be

the means of accelerating it, or pushing

it forward, or insuring to it the victory

that God has promised. I testify this

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

for I know it to be true, and I know

that every power that opposes this work

will perish. God has said it, and His

words, thus far have been fulfilled. Re-

count the list of the opposers of this

work, and who is there among the vast

host that has ever succeeded? Is not

failure, is not shame, is not ignominy

written upon every man's character and

the character of every community that

has fought against this work of our God

from the beginning up to the present

time? The enemies of this work have per-

ished, they have gone down into obliv-

ion, and they have not succeeded. Look

at the list from the beginning, from the

6th of April, 1830, until this day of our

Lord, and go through it, and where can

you find, where can you put your fin-

ger upon a man or upon a community

that has prospered in fighting against

Zion, against this work of our God? They

have gone down, while this people have

gone forward, have risen, gone upward,

have confirmed to increase in influence,

in power in the earth and have become

more and more solidified. And it will be

so to the end; for this work is designed in

the providence of our God to prevail, and

there is no power nor influence that can

prevent it.

It behooves us as Latter-day Saints

to be faithful to our God. I will tell

you, my brethren and sisters, there is

only one thing that can injure this work,

and that is the sins of the people them-

selves. You can injure it, that is, you

can injure yourselves in connection with

it. There is no man can prevent an-

other from receiving salvation. God

has not placed it in the power of man

to prevent either a man, or a woman,

or a child from receiving salvation.

He has placed that within the power


