
standing and in fellowship with God and 
his brethren and sisters. We have seen nu-
merous illustrations of this in our history. 
Name after name might be mentioned 
of men who have been bright stars in the 
firmament, who have been stripped—by 
their own conduct to begin with, and 
afterwards by the action of the Saints of 
God upon their case—of that luster, of 
that brightness, and of that glory that 
seemed to attend their ministrations. And 
while this is the case with those who have 
transgressed when the Saints of God act 
upon their cases, so it is, on the contrary, 
with those who are sustained in their min-
istry, and in their Priesthood, and in their 
calling by the united, uplifted hands of the 
Saints of God in conference assembled, as 
we have done this afternoon. Men may 
sneer at the Latter-day Saints, and say this 
is but an empty form, and that it is all pre-
arranged. Men may say what they please 
about this. It is prearranged according to 
the spirit and mind of God, so far as that 
can be ascertained. When men are chosen 
for office, the Spirit of God is sought for 
by those who have the right to select, and 
if there be doubt upon certain points men 
are not chosen; but when they are chosen 
and the mind of the Lord is sought for to 
know whether it will be agreeable to Him 
that they receive this office, or that they 
should act in those positions, and when 
they are thus selected and thus submitted, 
as I have said, to the Conference, then if 
they themselves live so as to have the Spirit 
of God with them, they will be clothed 
with it, and when they seek to magnify 
their office God will magnify them before 
the people and will show them, and the 
people that they are indeed His chosen  
servants, and that their ministrations

are acceptable unto Him, that He confirms 
them by the outpouring of His Spirit and 
the bestowal of His gifts. It is a remarkable 
fact in this age of unbelief, in this age of 
doubt, in this age of darkness, in this age 
when men pride themselves upon there 
 being no revelation, and no knowledge 
from God—I say it is a remarkable fact 
that in this age such as we now live in, and  
such as we are familiar with, God, in the 
history of this people is accompanying His 
labors, and the labors to which He  assigns 
His servants, with the ancient power, with  
the ancient manifestations, and with the 
ancient confirmations by gifts and by 
mighty signs and works that He causes His 
servants to accomplish.

When Moses was about to depart, God 
required of him that he should lay his 
hands upon another man to take his place 
to act as the leader of the people of Israel. 
He laid his hands upon Joshua, and a por-
tion of that spirit and power that had at-
tended the ministrations of Moses in the 
midst of Israel was immediately manifested 
through Joshua, and God confirmed the 
selection and impressed upon the people 
by the signs and the mighty works which 
Joshua accomplished that he was indeed 
God’s chosen servant. He magnified him 
in the midst of the people; he was enabled 
to perform mighty works, and the people, 
if they had had any doubts whatever, had 
those doubts removed by those manifes-
tations of power. You remember how the 
Lord showed in the sight of all Israel that 
Joshua was His inspired and chosen ser-
vant, for under his direction the children 
of Israel crossed the river Jordan dry-shod. 
It was at the time of high water in the river 
Jordan; but the Jordan was stayed in its on-
ward course, its waters stopped running,
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