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therefore, to be a complete restoration. It
could only come from the God of heav-
en, and Joseph, inspired of God, was the
means through which the restoration was
made—]Joseph, a youth, obscure, illiterate
in some respects—that is, he was not what
men would call learned, but afterwards,
through industry and perseverance, be-
came learned, and if he had lived, he would
undoubtedly have become one of the most
learned of men through the gifts God gave
him. The progress he made when he did
live was very remarkable. By his faith, and
inspired of God, he laid the foundation of
this work, and not only did this, but he
laid his hands upon other men and they
partook of the same spirit and influence
that rested upon him. They were able to
drink at the same fountain, which God,
through him, had opened up for them to
drink at. They could go to that fountain,
and partake of its holy influence, and their
eyes were opened and their minds were il-
luminated by the power of God. They were
able also to go forth in the power which
He had restored, and thus once more
among men was witnessed the mighty gifts
that were characteristic of bygone ages,
when God had a Priesthood on the earth,
when He had prophets and apostles, and
mighty men whom He clothed with a por-
tion of His Spirit and power.

And when Joseph was taken, how
was it then? Were the people left with-
out some man or men to stand up in
their midst to declare to them the coun-
sel of their Almighty Father? No: the
Lord did not leave His people without a
shepherd. He had anticipated the dread-
ful tragedy which would rob us of His
anointed one; rob us, the Church of
Christ, of our Prophet and Patriarch. He
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had anticipated this, and previous to this
horrid tragedy, He inspired His servant
Joseph to call other men, upon whom He
bestowed all the keys, all the authority,
all the blessings, all the knowledge so far
as endowments were concerned, so far as
the power to go unto God and ask Him
in the name of Jesus, and obtain His mind
and will, was concerned. He bestowed
upon these men the same gifts, and bless-
ings, and graces, he had received; so that
there was a body of men with all the au-
thority, a body of prophets with all the
gifts of seers and revelators—a body of
men left instead of one man—a body of
men were endowed with this power when
Joseph was taken, and the earth was not
robbed of that Priesthood which God
had sent His angels from heaven to re-
store once more to the children of men,
and to act on the earth in the plenitude
of its power. There was no more need,
therefore, for angelic visitation to restore
it. It was not taken back to God by the
slaying of the Prophet and Patriarch,
but remained with mortal man here on
the earth. And, then, when the question
arose as to who should lead Israel, not-
withstanding Sidney Rigdon stood up in
the congregation of the Saints, and plead
for the leadership of the people, the spir-
it and power of the Almighty descended
upon the man whom God had chosen to
hold the keys. In the midst of all Israel,
in the face of the entire congregation of
believers and unbelievers, God clothed
His servant with such power and in such
a manner that every man that had the least
portion of the spirit of God, and every
woman, knew by the manifestations of
that spirit, and by the outpouring of the gift
of God upon that man, that he was the
chosen one, and that upon him rested the

5/19/20 9:34 PM



