
to you—a testimony that these things are 
true. You, therefore, are living witnesses 
of the truth of these things, and know for 
yourselves whether they are true or not.

Now, I have heard that there are men 
among us who are professing to cure 
witchcraft and other evils of that kind. I 
believe they call themselves astrologers. 
More injurious ideas and practices than 
these cannot be introduced among a 
people to lead them to destruction, and I 
wish to warn you before sitting down, in 
regard to this. Do not seek for those who 
have peepstones, for soothsayers, and for 
those who profess to be able to counteract 
the influence of witchcraft. They who say 
so, seek to play upon your fears, they seek 
to take advantage of superstitious fears, 
and seek to use them for their own ad-
vantage and bring those who will listen to 
them in bondage to an influence and spirit 
that is as foreign to the spirit of God as hell 
is foreign to heaven. Any man who pro-
fesses to have this authority, to have this 
power, and to use power outside of that 
which the Priesthood authorizes, is a man 
that should not be listened to; his claims 
are false, and his methods are from beneath 
and not from God. And I say to all of you, 
witchcraft you may defy if you live as you 
should do—defy it, not in a spirit of defi-
ance, not in a spirit to bring evil influences 
upon you, but in the power and strength of 
our Father and God. No evil influence of 
that kind, if you live as you should do, can  
have power over you; you are entrenched  
in the power of God, in the spirit and  
gifts of God; you are entrenched round 
about so that none of these wicked influ-
ences can have power over you. I wonder  
if Job thought there was somebody

bewitching him when his property was sto-
len and destroyed, when his servants were 
killed, when his son’s house fell and killed 
his children, when his boils came upon 
him. I wonder if he thought that he was 
bewitched. Why, I hear of some people, 
if anything happens to them, even if any 
of their chickens die, who are ready to say: 
“I am bewitched; there is somebody be-
witching me.” Such expressions and ideas 
are prompted by the worst folly that ever 
possessed the mind of a Latter-day Saint. 
Do not such persons know that not a hair 
of their heads can fall to the ground un-
noticed? Has not the Savior said so, our 
Lord and Master? And if so, do you not 
think He will care for us? Do not your 
angels stand continually before the face 
of our Father in heaven? And yet shall 
people unto whom God has made such 
glorious promises, and upon whom He has 
poured out such glorious blessings—shall 
they bow to these wicked influences, these 
spirits that are not of God, that are full of 
vileness and darkness and evil, and do that 
which they say, and seek to wizards and to 
soothsayers, and to diviners and to men 
and women who, by hidden works of dark-
ness, profess to obtain knowledge—will 
the Latter-day Saints do this to take their 
vile remedies, and if their children are sick, 
seek unto them? The men and women who 
do this—I do not want to prophesy evil 
about them—are in great danger of losing 
the spirit and power of God, and having it 
withdrawn from them, and if they do not 
repent it will most assuredly be withdrawn 
from them. All who take these methods 
and encourage these practices I say that the 
anger of Almighty God will descend upon 
them unless they repent, and they will
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