
interested. We are gathered together 
from among the nations of the earth. We 
have assembled ourselves thus together 
because of a work which the Lord has 
commenced in the interests of human-
ity, not only pertaining to ourselves, but 
pertaining to the world of mankind. In 
obedience to the revelations of His will, 
and the command that He has given unto 
His servants through the restoration of 
the everlasting Gospel, we have many of 
us gone forth among the nations of the 
earth to proclaim those principles which 
God has revealed for the salvation, happi-
ness and exaltation of the human family. 
We have been gathered together accord-
ing to the word of the Lord which He 
spake by His ancient Prophets who have 
lived in the world in generations that are 
past, and who, under the influence of the 
Spirit of God, have given a very graphic 
account of the gathering of the people 
together, in the last days; and of the in-
structions they should receive preparatory 
to other events that will necessarily tran-
spire upon the earth, as spoken of by all 
the holy Prophets since the world was. 
We are living in what is called “the dis-
pensation of the fullness of times,” where-
in it is said God will gather together all 
things in one, whether they be things in 
the heavens or things on the earth. And 
we are gathered together to this land of 
Zion (which has been spoken of also in 
the Scriptures), where we might learn 
more perfectly the law of God, and carry 
out those principles which He has made 
known for our information, for our in-
struction, for our guidance and direc-
tion, as regards the course that we should 
pursue, and the blessings that should at-
tend those who have obeyed His laws and 
kept His commandments. We are here

really to build up and purify the Church 
of the living God. We are here to build 
up and establish the kingdom of God. We 
are here also to build up a Zion unto our 
God, wherein His laws can be taught, the 
principles of eternal truth be communi-
cated, the relationship and communication 
opened between the heavens and the earth, 
and men placed in a position whereby they 
will be enabled to act intelligently, in re-
gard to all matters pertaining to this world  
as well as to the world that is to come.

We have been told, and it has been 
prophesied of, that great calamities will 
overtake the nations of the earth. One of 
the ancient Prophets (Isaiah, in the 24th 
chapter) makes use of very peculiar lan-
guage in relation to this matter. He says:

“Behold, the Lord maketh the earth 
empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth 
it upside down, and scattereth abroad the 
inhabitants thereof.

“And it shall be, as with the people, so 
with the priest; as with the servant, so with 
his master; as with the maid, so with her 
mistress; as with the buyer, so with the 
seller; as with the lender, so with the bor-
rower; as with the taker of usury, so with 
the giver of usury to him.

“The land shall be utterly emptied, and 
utterly spoiled: for the Lord hath spoken 
this word. *  *  *  *  *  *

“The earth also is defiled under the in-
habitants thereof; because they have trans-
gressed the laws, changed the ordinance, 
broken the everlasting covenant.

“Therefore hath the curse devoured the 
earth, and they that dwell therein are deso-
late: therefore the inhabitants of the earth 
are burned, and few men left.”
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