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In relation to these matters we as a

people have been very much interested,

and these things have been spoken of for

a long, long time. I have been preaching

them between forty and fifty years, and

a great many others who are now living,

have borne testimony of these things;

and have gathered together as we have

done. This places us in a very peculiar

position, for we not only bring our reli-

gion with us, and the spiritual ideas con-

nected with it—we not, only bring these

things that are spiritual, but we bring

our bodies along with us which are very

temporal; and when we gather as we

have done here in this land and form a

people such as we are, we necessarily be-

come part of the body politic of the na-

tion with which we are associated—that

is, of the United States. We are orga-

nized here in a Territorial capacity, as

other Territories are organized, and are

now living in what was before the un-

settled portions of the United States; we

are organized according to the general

provisions made and provided by the na-

tion in which we live, and we are orga-

nized under what is called an Organic

Act, whereby the action of the Govern-

ment of the United States has placed

us in the position that we now occupy.

We have, for instance, as other Terri-

tories have, a governor. We have dis-

trict judges of the United States; we have

a U.S. marshal, an attorney, etc., etc.,

and the same kind of officers that ex-

ist in other Territories that are under

and associated with the government of

the United States. We have granted

unto us in the instrument called the

Organic Act certain rights and privi-

leges. We send a Delegate to Congress,

and are authorized so to do. We have

our Legislature, and have the right of

voting for it. We have our County Courts

and Probate Courts, as other Territories

have, and are placed under general reg-

ulations pertaining to these matters as

exist in the order that prevails in the

United States. In this respect we act as

others do—that is, we are placed pretty

much under the same laws, not quite;

pretty much under the same form of

government, not quite; we have certain

rights and privileges ceded to us, not like

others have exactly; but to a very great

extent similar to others. In this respect

we act and operate as other citizens of

the United States do, and in this respect

we have rights, privileges and immuni-

ties as others have so far as they go. But

they don't go with us quite to the extent

that they do with other people under the

same circumstances. Nevertheless, per-

haps we enjoy as many privileges and as

many rights as we are capable of compre-

hending and of magnifying, and it may

be possible in the inscrutable wisdom of

the Lord, that we should be subjected to

certain kinds of prohibition and enact-

ments, that differ materially in many re-

spects from those of other people. But so

it is, and these things are quite as ben-

eficial to us as other things. If we had

nothing to cope with or to contend with,

we might feel as the Methodists do some-

times when they talk about sitting and

singing themselves away to everlasting

bliss; but as we are not going to the same

place as they are, it don't make much dif-

ference; they can take their road, and we

will take ours. We have other ideas of a

religious nature from those entertained

by other people. But take it as a whole

we enjoy very many great blessings. We

are living here in a goodly land. We have

many privileges in this land: and in our


