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that is born into the world, according

to the revelations we have received, His

Spirit. He has given unto every man and

womanHis Spirit, not the gift of the Holy

Ghost, but His Spirit by which they are

led and guided. Some call it the light of

conscience, the voice of conscience. No

man ever committed a wrong that lis-

tened to that voice without being chided

for it, whether he be Christian or hea-

then, whether he has lived according to

the light of the Gospel or been in entire

ignorance of it. Every man has within

him a spirit which comes from our Great

Creator, and if we grieve it not it leads

us, guides us, though we may not know

the Gospel, as has been the case with

many thousands and millions of human

beings. It leads all the children of men

when they listen to it; it leads them in

the path of peace, in the path of virtue,

in the path of happiness; but if they vi-

olate that spirit or grieve it, if they go

contrary to its monitions, if they harden

their hearts against and sin against it,

then it departs, and another spirit takes

its place, namely, the spirit of the evil

One.

Thus it is that the heathen, many of

them have lived lives most exemplary,

lives which are the admiration of poster-

ity. Men not confined to one race, not to

one nationality, but men of every race,

men of every clime, men of every lan-

guage, have received the same spirit and

have been enlightened by it and their

lives have been noble and admirable, and

no doubt have been acceptable to God

our eternal Father. Therefore, when you

think about your grandparents whom

you have known, when you think about

your parents or some other relatives

whom you have known, who died in ig-

norance of the Gospel, you have known

their lives, you have known how good

their desires were, you have known how

they conformed to the law so far as

they understood it, howmoral they were,

how exemplary, how correct in their con-

duct, in their conversation and in their

dealings—when you think of these, you

need not be afraid that they have lost

anything because they died in ignorance

of the Son of God. I tell you that God's

providence is over all His children, and

He will reward every man and every

woman according to his or her works,

and He will reward those who have

lived exemplary lives, those who have

been moral, whether they be heathen or

Christian, whether they have known the

name of Jesus or not, whether they have

the Bible, or the Koran, or some other

book, or no book at all; whatever may

have been their condition and circum-

stances, if they have lived according to

the light that God has given them, and

to laws that they understood, God will

reward them, and will eventually bestow

every blessing upon them which they are

capable of receiving. Yes, those poor

people who persecute us, those people

who would, in their ignorance destroy us,

we can well say to them and concern-

ing them that which Stephen said, when

about to give up the ghost. They stoned

him. They treated him most cruelly for

his belief. He had declared to them the

Gospel; but they stoned him to death.

Before he died he said—and it's the spirit

which every man of God, who compre-

hends the purposes of God, and the plan

of salvation will cherish and always give

utterance to under all circumstances—

"Father forgive them, they know not

what they do." They were ignorant. He

therefore besought the Father to forgive

them. They did not know what they were

doing. They did it ignorantly. This was


